
THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
OCTOBER 4, 2026

10:30 AM HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
Voluntary   Elegy	 George Thalben-Ball (1896-1987)

Welcome and Announcements	
THE WORD OF GOD

Please stand, as able, and sing
Entrance Hymn 518   Christ is Made the Sure Foundation	 (blue) Hymnal 1982

The Opening Acclamation
Celebrant	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
	 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
	 love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

All sing
Gloria in Excelsis	

(Organ introduction)

WELCOME!
We are glad you are with us today as we worship God and receive Christ’s presence 
given to us in the sacrament of bread and wine. This service is offered by livestream to 
those who cannot assemble with us. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you 
are welcome here.

Christ Church Christiana Hundred



Music: John Rutter (b. 1945)

Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, 
	 and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, 
	 forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for 



	 which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our 
	 Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated for

The First Reading	 Isaiah 5:1-7
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard on a very 
fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in 
the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 
And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more 
was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did 
it yield wild grapes? And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and 
it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a waste; it 
shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; I will also command the 
clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and 
the people of Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but 
heard a cry! 

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

The Choir sings

Psalm 80:7-14   Qui regis Israel	 Chant: Matthew Camidge (1764-1844)
Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.
You have brought a vine out of Egypt; you cast out the nations and planted it.
You prepared the ground for it; it took root and filled the land.
The mountains were covered by its shadow and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.
You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea and its branches to the River.
Why have you broken down its wall, so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?
The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.
Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven; behold and tend this vine;
preserve what your right hand has planted.

The Second Reading	 Philippians 3:4b-14
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a 
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever 
gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as 
loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the 
loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, 
the righteousness from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and 
the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection 
from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to 
make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made 
it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”



Please stand and sing
Gradual Hymn 545   Lo! What a Cloud of Witnesses	 Hymnal 1982

The Gospel is carried to the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.
The Gospel Reading 	 Matthew 21:33-46
Priest	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence 
around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another 
country. When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But 
the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, 
more than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They 
will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, 
let us kill him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed 
him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, 
“He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give 
him the produce at the harvest time.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing 
in our eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people 
that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and 
it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, 
they realized that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 
because they regarded him as a prophet.

Priest	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Once the Book of Gospels has returned to its place of honor, the People may be seated at the invitation of the preacher.
The Homily	 Jordan Kinsey

Please stand for
The Nicene Creed
Celebrant	 Let us declare our faith in God:
People 	 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 



He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

A member of the parish leads

The Prayers of the People	
Gracious God, fountain of all wisdom, we pray for all Christian people; for Sean, our presiding 
bishop, and Kevin, our bishop; for our parish clergy, staff, and preschool, and for all who teach 
and nurture faith. We give thanks for our parish ministry, especially N., and for our companions 
in the Dominican Republic. May the word of Christ dwell in our hearts and knit us together in 
the bond of your love. Hear our prayer.
Hear us, good Lord.

We pray for the world and for the nations, especially those in crisis, war, or conflict; for diplomats 
and those who use their influence for the welfare of all people. Lord God, guide every nation 
and people to turn their swords into plowshares for a harvest of peace. Hear our prayer.
Hear us, good Lord.

We pray for this nation, that in unity we may hold fast to the way of freedom and peace. We pray 
for our president Donald, and for all who hold or seek elected office. Give them the gift of your 
wisdom, and a right discernment in all things. Hear our prayer.
Hear us, good Lord.

We pray for this community, for those who live, work, and visit here, and for all in our schools 
and universities. We pray for our outreach partners, especially N., and all who seek the common 
good. Lead us to share what you have given and serve one another as Christ has served us. Hear 
our prayer.
Hear us, good Lord.

We pray for those who do not believe and those broken in faith or without hope. Through our 
ministry, open their ears to hear your voice, and open their hearts to receive you as savior and 
friend. Hear our prayer.
Hear us, good Lord.

We pray for those bowed down with grief or fear, those caught by addiction or anxiety, for the 
sick who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, and for those who have asked our prayers, especially 
N., and those we remember now…that they may be comforted and healed in the name of Christ 
Jesus. Hear our prayer.
Hear us, good Lord.

We remember all who have died in the faith of Christ and those whose faith is known to you 
alone, especially N., and those we remember now…we rejoice with all your saints, trusting in 
the promise of your word fulfilled. Hear our prayer.
Hear us, good Lord.

Celebrant	 O God our King, by the resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ, you conquered sin, put death 
	 to flight, and gave us the hope of everlasting life in your kingdom: redeem all our days by this 
	 victory and make us bold to praise you and to do your will; through the same Jesus Christ our 
	 Lord. Amen.



The Confession of Sin
Celebrant	 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
	 word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
	 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
	 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
	 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
	 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
	 that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant declares the absolution.

The Peace
Priest	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory and Preparation of the Table
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering. Giving money is a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and expresses our gratitude for God’s 
many blessings. The ushers will receive the offering and present it on our behalf. Also, you may give online using Apple or Google Pay, PayPal, 
Venmo, a credit/debit card, ACH, or text a contribution to (302) 244-5368. For those who give electronically, a card is available in the pews 
to participate in the act of offering. Newcomers and guests may place the welcome card in the offering plate. 

Anthem	 Herbert Howells (1892-1983)
Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks,
so longeth my soul after thee, O God.
My soul is athirst for God, yea, even for the living God:
when shall I come to appear before the presence of God?
My tears have been my meat day and night,
while they daily say unto me, where is now thy God?

Please stand and sing
Presentation Hymn 424, v. 1   For the Fruit of All Creation   	 Hymnal 1982

The Great Thanksgiving			   (red) Book of Common Prayer 361
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our praise in the ancient song of the Sanctus.		
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



Music: Ronald Arnatt (1930-2018) from WORSHIP II. Copyright © 1975, GIA Publications, Inc.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our acclamation of Christ’s sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection, saying
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, concluding
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant invites the People to say the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples. 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We sing the anthem at the breaking of the bread, which is Christ’s Body, broken for us. Please be seated after the sacrament is presented.

Setting: Gerald R. Near (b. 1942)



All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Christ or a blessing. Come up the center aisle and take your place along the altar rail, kneeling 
or standing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest to indicate your intent. Receive the host in open hands. Gluten-free host 
is available; let the clergy know your need when they approach you. When you are presented with the cup, drink from it or dip the bread 
carefully into the cup and consume in both kinds together. If you do not wish to receive the cup, please cross your arms to indicate your intent, 
but wait for the minister to pass you before you leave the rail. Please use the side aisle to return to your pew. If you are unable to come forward, 
ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you. 

Communion Anthem  	 David Hurd (b. 1950)
Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back, guiltie of dust and sinne. 
But quickey’d Love observing me grow slack from my first entrance in,
drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning, if I lacked anything.
A guest, I answer’d, worthy to be here: Love said, You shall be he.
I, the unkinde, ungrateful? Ah, my deare, I cannot look on thee.
Love took my hand and smiling did reply, who made the eyes but I?
Truth, Lord but I have marr’d them: let my shame go where it doth deserve.
And know you not, sayes Love, who bore the blame? My deare, then I will serve.
You must sit down, sayes Love, and taste my meat: so I did sit and eat.
								        Text: George Herbert

Communion Hymn 300   Glory, Love, and Praise, and Honor	 Hymnal 1982

Please stand for 
The Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant	 In thanksgiving, let us pray.
People	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 
	 as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
	 and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
	 Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
	 and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the People.
People	 Amen.

All sing
Hymn 429   I’ll Praise My Maker While I’ve Breath	 Hymnal 1982

Dismissal
Priest	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Voluntary   Rhapsody No. 3 in C sharp minor	 Herbert Howells

Please take your bulletin with you or return it to the table in the narthex as you leave. 

We are sent forth to be Christ’s blessing in the world. Our prayer is that today’s worship has encouraged you in love, strengthened you for 
service, and filled you with joy. We look forward to your presence again in worship, in service to others, in learning and fellowship. 



Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Christ Church welcomes you into a loving 
and joyful community that serves others and seeks to grow deeper in relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ.

NEW HERE? Scan the QR code to let us know or complete the card in the pews and place it 
in the offering plate.
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