
THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 10, 2026

10:30 AM HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
Service Music from The Christ Church Mass, Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015)

Voluntary   Communion (Les oiseaux et les sources) from Messe de la Pentecôte	 Olivier Messiaen (1902-1992)

Welcome and Announcements	
THE WORD OF GOD

Please stand, as able, and sing
Entrance Hymn 398   I Sing the Almighty Power of God	 	 (blue) Hymnal 1982

The Opening Acclamation
Celebrant	 Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People	 The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Celebrant	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
	 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
	 love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

All sing
God’s Paschal Lamb	 from Wonder, Love, and Praise

Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944) © 1987 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. Used by permission. Music: Sine Nomine, 
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958); © Oxford University Press; desc. Alec Wyton (1921-2007) © Paraclete Press. Used by permission.

WELCOME!
We are glad you are with us today as we worship God and receive Christ’s presence 
given to us in the sacrament of bread and wine. This service is offered by livestream to 
those who cannot assemble with us. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you 
are welcome here.

Christ Church Christiana Hundred



Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us pray. O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as surpass our 
	 understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that we, loving you in all things and 
	 above all things, may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus 
	 Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
	 Amen.

Please be seated for
The First Reading	 Acts 17:22-31

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are in every 
way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among 
them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this 
I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he 
needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor 
he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 
boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope 
for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move 
and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ Since we 
are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed 
by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by 
raising him from the dead.”

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

The Choir sings
Psalm 66:7-18   Jubilate Deo	 Chant: Henry G. Ley (1887-1962)

Bless our God, you peoples; make the voice of his praise to be heard;
Who holds our souls in life, and will not allow our feet to slip.
For you, O God, have proved us; you have tried us just as silver is tried.
You brought us into the snare; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water;
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows,
which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.
I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; I will give you oxen and goats.
Come and listen, all you who fear God, and I will tell you what he has done for me.
I called out to him with my mouth, and his praise was on my tongue.
If I had found evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me;
But in truth God has heard me; he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld his love from me.

The Second Reading	 1 Peter 3:13-22
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing what is 
right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify 



Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting 
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, 
when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 
For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 
For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you 
to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made 
a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently 
in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved 
through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the 
body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has 
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to 
him.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

Please stand as the Choir sings the Alleluia, which is then repeated by all.
Gradual Alleluia and Verse   

The Choir sings the Verse, after which the Alleluia is repeated once by all.
Verse	 Abide in me as I in you, says the Lord;
	 I am the vine and you are the branches.	

The Gospel is carried to the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.
The Gospel Reading 	 John 14:15-21
Priest	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in 
you. I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, 
but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, 
and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; 
and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

Priest	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Once the Book of Gospels has returned to its place of honor, the People may be seated at the invitation of the preacher.
The Homily	 Thomas Word Peters

Please stand for
The Nicene Creed
Celebrant	 Let us declare our faith in God:
People 	 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,



eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

A member of the parish leads
The Prayers of the People	

In mercy hear our prayer, gracious God, for the church and for the world.

Pray and praise God from whom all blessings flow. Bless the fruits of the earth, the trees of the 
forest, and all the animals of the field; let all creation give you praise. That we may see your glory 
in all the world,
we pray to you, Lord God.

Pray that the whole church may proclaim Christ as the Lord of life. Pour upon us the grace to 
live in unity and love. Bless Sean, our presiding bishop; Kevin, our bishop; and our clergy; our 
preschool and parish. We lift up N., and we give thanks for our outreach partner, N. That we 
may make Christ known in all we say and do,
we pray to you, Lord God.

Pray that nations and peoples may be brought together to live in freedom and peace. Give 
wisdom to the world’s leaders. Guard all those in diplomatic and military service and all who 
defend and protect the welfare of others. That there may be justice and peace on earth,
we pray to you, Lord God.

Pray for those who live with grief or pain, those suffering from any need or trouble, and for 
those who minister to them. For those we name now [offer petitions aloud or in one’s heart]. That your 
healing grace may transform all suffering,
we pray to you, Lord God.

Pray for all who have died and now rest in the hope of eternal life. We remember N. and those 
we name now. That we may entrust them to your never-failing love,
we pray to you, Lord God.

Pray and praise God, from whom all blessings flow. We thank you for the forgiveness we have 
received in your mercy, for the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and the life we live in Christ Jesus, 
our Lord. That we may share our faith, our hope, and your love,
we pray to you, Lord God.

Please be seated for
The Rite-13 Celebration
Christ Church Youth assemble beneath the pulpit. The candidates come forward with their parents to stand before the Priest.
Youth Leaders	 Ruth, we present to you these young people, who this day move from being children to being 
	 young women and young men.



Celebrant	 Dear People of God: The transformation from childhood to womanhood or manhood marks 
	 one of God’s great gifts. Because we are made in God’s image, human beings are the only 
	 creatures on earth who can choose how to use their creative power—not only to create new 
	 life, but also to shape the world according to God’s purpose. We recognize that gift and the 
	 daily challenge to choose the wise use of our creative and life-giving power. In our baptismal 
	 covenant we commit ourselves to Christ in lives of loving service, resisting evil and respecting 
	 others; this covenant serves as our guide.

The Charge to the Candidates
Celebrant 	 By the grace of God you have lived through the pains and joys of childhood as you journey 
	 toward adulthood. Are you aware of God’s gift to you and the challenge to use it wisely?
Candidates	 I am.
Celebrant	 Let us join with these young people in reciting a portion of Psalm 139.
Candidates	 O God, you have searched me out and know all about me; you are familiar with all my ways.
Congregation	 Your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
Candidates	 For you created my inmost parts; you wove me in my mother’s womb. I praise you for I am 
	 awesomely created and marvelously made.
Congregation	 Your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
Candidates	 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts; see if there is any 
	 hurtful way in me and lead me on the eternal path.
Congregation	 Your works are wonderful, and I know it well.

The Prayer for the Parents
Celebrant	 When Mary and Joseph searched for Jesus and found him in the temple, talking with the 
	 elders, they realized that he was a child no longer. So these parents stand watching their sons 
	 and daughters grow beyond childhood.
	 Let us pray for them. O God, bless the parents of these young people. Rejoice with them as 
	 their sons and daughters become men and women. Strengthen them that they may support 
	 their sons and daughters as they begin the journey toward adulthood. Uphold them by your 
	 Spirit, that they may comfort them although they can neither walk their road for them nor 
	 shield them from pain.
	 Carry them all safely through this journey, so that one day they may stand together as adults 
	 and friends, a joy and a comfort to each other all the days of their lives. Amen.

The Charge to the Young People
Celebrant	 Dear Christ Church Youth, as these young men and women move beyond the circle of their 
	 families, they will need faithful companions. Will you walk with them, knowing that there may 
	 be times when your support means more than any other?
ALL Youth	 We will.

The Charge to the Congregation
Celebrant	 We are the living Body of Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit to do God’s work in the world. 
	 As a community of God which spans the generations, will you share your knowledge and 
	 experience with these young people as they become men and women?
Congregation	 We will.

The Blessing
Celebrant 	 Dear N., you have been equipped by Almighty God with the imagination of childhood and the 
	 strength and creative power of womanhood and manhood; we bless you as you journey forward, 
	 gaining the skills you will need to assume full responsibility as an adult.



Each candidate is marked with the sign of the cross. Once blessed the youth leave their parents and join the youth community.
Celebrant	 May Almighty God fill you with courage, wisdom, and joy. May Jesus Christ, your strong 
	 companion and never-failing friend, make you strong in faith and defend you on every side. 
	 May the Holy Spirit guide you in truth and peace; and the blessing of God rest upon you this 
	 day and for evermore. Amen.

The Peace
Priest	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory and Preparation of the Table
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering. Giving money is a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and expresses our gratitude for God’s 
many blessings. The ushers will receive the offering and present it on our behalf. Also, you may give online using Apple or Google Pay, PayPal, 
Venmo, a credit/debit card, ACH, or text a contribution to (302) 244-5368. For those who give electronically, a card is available in the pews 
to participate in the act of offering. Newcomers and guests may place the welcome card in the offering plate. 

Anthem   	 Joel Phillips (b. 1959)
Who has made this world and all things in it?	 Job 12:7-10, adapted
Ask the animals and they will teach you.
Ask the birds in the sky and they will tell you,
Speak to the earth and it will teach you,
Let the fish in the sea inform you. 
In God’s hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all people.
				      in memory of David Lockart; commissioned by Christ Church, 2023

Please stand and sing
The Presentation Hymn 			   Tune: Lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below; Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

The Great Thanksgiving	 adaptation, (red) Book of Common Prayer 369

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our praise in the ancient song of the Sanctus.		
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

God



The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our acclamation of Christ’s sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection, saying
Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,

Celebrant and People
We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, saying
Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may 
worthily serve the world in his name.

Celebrant and People
Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the bread.

The Celebrant concludes, singing
Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation.

The Celebrant invites the People to say the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples. 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We sing the anthem at the breaking of the bread, which is Christ’s Body, broken for us. Please be seated after the sacrament is presented.



All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Christ or a blessing. Come up the center aisle and take your place along the altar rail, kneeling 
or standing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest to indicate your intent. Receive the host in open hands. Gluten-free host 
is available; let the clergy know your need when they approach you. When you are presented with the cup, drink from it or dip the bread 
carefully into the cup and consume in both kinds together. If you do not wish to receive the cup, please cross your arms to indicate your intent, 
but wait for the minister to pass you before you leave the rail. Please use the side aisle to return to your pew. If you are unable to come forward, 
ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you. 

Communion Anthem	 Robert J. Powell (1932-2025)
For Christ is risen and all the earth’s at play. 
Flash forth, thou Sun, the rain is over and gone, its work is done. 
Winter is past, sweet Spring is come at last, is come at last.
Bud, Fig and Vine, Bud, Olive, fat with fruit and oil and wine.
Break forth this morn in roses, thou but yesterday a Thorn.
Uplift thy head, O pure white Lily through the Winter dead.
Beside your dams leap and rejoice, you merry-making Lambs.
All Herds and Flocks rejoice, all Beasts of thickets and of rocks.
Sing, Creatures, sing, Angels and Men and Birds and everything.
All notes of Doves fill all our world: this is the time of loves.

Communion Hymn 516   Come Down, O Love Divine	 Hymnal 1982

Please stand for 
The Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant	 In thanksgiving, let us pray.
People	 Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
	 of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
	 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members 
	 of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
	 And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
	 to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
	 To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the People.
People	 Amen.

All sing
Hymn in Procession 292   O Jesus, Crowned with all Renown	 Hymnal 1982

Dismissal
Priest	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia!
People	 Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Voluntary   Prelude and Fugue in E minor (The Cathedral)	 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Please take your bulletin with you or return it to the table in the narthex as you leave. 

We are sent forth to be Christ’s blessing in the world. Our prayer is that today’s worship has encouraged you in love, strengthened you for 
service, and filled you with joy. We look forward to your presence again in worship, in service to others, in learning and fellowship.



Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Christ Church welcomes you into a loving 
and joyful community that serves others and seeks to grow deeper in relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ.

NEW HERE? Scan the QR code to let us know or complete the card in the pews and place it 
in the offering plate.
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