
THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
FEBRUARY 22, 2026

10:30 AM HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
Service Music from Missa Magdalena, Healey Willan (1880-1968)

Voluntary   O Mensch, bewein dein Sünde groß	 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Please stand, as able, at the entrance of the cross and procession.

The Penitential Order	
Celebrant	 Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People	 His mercy endures for ever.
Celebrant	 Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only 
	 Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and 
	 with all your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other 
	 commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:29-31

Please kneel, as able, for

The Confession
Celebrant	 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
	 word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
	 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
	 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
	 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
	 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
	 that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Choir sings the Kyrie in either Greek or English.

Kyrie eleison	 Setting: Janet Hall (b. 1923)
Kyrie eleison. 				    Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christe eleison. 				    Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie eleison.				    Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Absolution
Celebrant	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
	 strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
	 Amen.

WELCOME!
We are glad you are with us today as we worship God and receive Christ’s presence 
given to us in the sacrament of bread and wine. This service is offered by livestream to 
those who cannot assemble with us. To observe Lent, the announcements and greeting 
are placed at the conclusion of worship. Please maintain quiet for prayer. Wherever 
you are on your spiritual journey, you are welcome here.
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Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us pray. Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: 
	 Come quickly to help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the 
	 weaknesses of each of us, let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son 
	 our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated for

The First Reading	 Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the Lord God 
commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” Now the serpent was more 
crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, 
‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of 
the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 
for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 
and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, 
and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some 
to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

Psalm 32   Beati quorum		  Chant: Plainsong
The Refrain is sung first by the Cantor, repeated by all, then together as appointed.

Refrain

Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is put away!
Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, and in whose spirit there is no guile!
While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, because of my groaning all day long.
For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. Refrain
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the guilt of my sin.
Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
you surround me with shouts of deliverance. Refrain
“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; I will guide you with my eye.
Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;



who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
Great are the tribulations of the wicked; but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord.
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; shout for joy, all who are true of heart. Refrain

The Second Reading		   Romans 5:12-19
As sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all 
because all have sinned—sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there 
is no law. Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like 
the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come. But the free gift is not like the 
trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God 
and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And the free gift is 
not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, 
but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass, 
death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance 
of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 
Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads 
to justification and life for all. For just as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so 
by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

Gradual Verse and Tract
Please stand at the sound of the bells. The Verse is sung first by the Cantor, then repeated by all before and after the Tract.

Verse	 Man shall not live by bread alone, // 
	 but by every word that proceeds from / the mouth of God. – Matthew 4:4

Tract	 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, abides under the shadow of the Almighty.
	 He shall cover you with his pinions, and you shall find refuge under his wings;
	 his faithfulness shall be a shield and buckler.
	 For he shall give his angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways.
	 They shall bear you in their hands, lest you dash your foot against a stone. – from Psalm 91

The Gospel is carried to the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.

The Gospel Reading 	 Matthew 4:1-11
Priest	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty days and 
forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to 
the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
throw yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands 
they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is 
written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain 



and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; and he said to him, “All these I will 
give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 
‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came 
and waited on him.

Priest	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Once the Book of Gospels has returned to its place of honor, the People may be seated at the invitation of the preacher.

The Homily	 Thomas Word Peters

Please stand for

The Apostles’ Creed
Celebrant	 Let us affirm the creed of baptism, saying
People 	 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

A member of the parish leads

The Prayers of the People
In you, Gracious and Everlasting God, we find our wholeness and strength. Hear the prayers of 
your people, offered in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Holy God, we pray for the Church throughout the world; for Christians who are persecuted or 
tempted to deny God in their life; for this congregation, that we have courage to serve Christ 
faithfully, inviting others to share our ministry and mission; for Sean, our presiding bishop, 
Kevin, our bishop, and for all your holy people, that they may triumph over evil and grow in 
grace; in your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, we pray for every nation, for peace and for the welfare of all people; we pray 
for wisdom among the world’s leaders in government, health, and commerce, that they may be 
filled with your truth and serve your whole creation; in your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer.

Sheltering God, we pray for those affected by disease, disaster, and war; defend the weary, 
guard the children, give refuge to the homeless, protect the powerless, and teach us your way of 
compassion; in your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer.



Merciful God, we pray for those who are sick in body, mind, or spirit, especially N., and those 
we name now; that they may know your power to heal; in your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we pray for those who have died, especially N., and for the people who miss them; 
that your will for them may be fulfilled and that we may trust the power of Christ to save; in 
your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer. 

Gracious God, you have promised forgiveness and blessing to those who humble themselves 
and exalt your Son as Lord and Savior. We give you thanks for your loving kindness, given to us 
and offered for all people in Jesus’ name. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory and Preparation of the Table
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering. Giving money is a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and expresses our gratitude for God’s 

many blessings. The ushers will receive the offering and present it on our behalf. Also, you may give online using Apple or Google Pay, PayPal, 

Venmo, a credit/debit card, ACH, or text a contribution to (302) 244-5368. For those who give electronically, a card is available in the pews 

to participate in the act of offering. Newcomers and guests may place the welcome card in the offering plate. 

Anthem	 Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)
Almighty and everlasting God, 

mercifully look upon our infirmities,

and in all our dangers and necessities 

stretch forth thy right hand to help and defend us,

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please stand and sing

Presentation Hymn 313, vs. 1 & 4   Let Thy Blood in Mercy Poured	 (blue) Hymnal 1982

The Great Thanksgiving		  (red) Book of Common Prayer 361
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our praise in the ancient song of the Sanctus.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



Please stand or kneel as the Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our acclamation of Christ’s sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection, 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, concluding

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant invites the People to say the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We sing the anthem at the breaking of the bread, which is Christ’s Body, broken for us. Please be seated after the sacrament is presented.



All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Christ or a blessing. Come up the center aisle and take your place along the altar rail, kneeling 

or standing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest to indicate your intent. Receive the host in open hands. Gluten-free host 

is available; let the clergy know your need when they approach you. When you are presented with the cup, drink from it or dip the bread 

carefully into the cup and consume in both kinds together. If you do not wish to receive the cup, please cross your arms to indicate your intent, 

but wait for the minister to pass you before you leave the rail. Please use the side aisle to return to your pew. If you are unable to come forward, 

ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you. 

Communion Anthem	 Alan Bullard (b. 1947))
Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.	 Where charity and love are, God is there.
Congregavit nos in unum Christi amor.	 Love of Christ has gathered us into one.
Exsultemus, et in ipso jucundemur.	 Let us rejoice in Him and be glad.
Timeamus, et amemus Deum vivum.	 Let us fear, and let us love the living God.
Et ex corde diligamus nos sincero.	 And from a sincere heart let us love one another.
Ubi caritas et amor, Deus ibi est.	 Where charity and love are, God is there.

Communion Hymn 140   Wilt Thou Forgive that Sin	 Hymnal 1982

Please stand for 

The Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant	 In thanksgiving, let us pray.
People	 Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
	 of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
	 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members 
	 of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
	 And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
	 to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
	 To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Sending Eucharistic Visitors
Celebrant	 In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts; that those to whom 
	 you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.
People	 We who are many are one body because we all share one bread, one cup.



The Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the People.

People	 Amen.

Announcements

All sing

Hymn in Procession 446   Praise to the Holiest in the Height	 Hymnal 1982

Dismissal
Priest	 Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People	 Thanks be to God.

During this solemn season of Lent, there is no concluding organ voluntary. Please take your bulletin with you or return it to the table in the 

narthex as you leave. 

We are sent forth to be Christ’s blessing in the world. Our prayer is that today’s worship has encouraged you in love, strengthened you for 

service, and filled you with grace. We look forward to your presence again in worship, in service to others, in learning and fellowship. 



Christ Church Christiana Hundred

February 22, 2026	 In the Season of Lent

THIS WEEK WE LIFT UP...
THE WORK OF THE GREEN SHOW. Since 1953, the Christ Church Green Show has provided a joyful 
holiday shopping experience for the benefit of our local community. The collective Green Show effort creates 
a wonderful opportunity for parish fellowship; it lifts our spirits, demonstrates our collective compassion for 
those in need, and provides significant financial resources to support the Christ Church outreach program. 
We are pleased to announce that $99,000 resulted from our 2025 Green Show efforts! We are grateful to all 
who donated their time and talent to this annual event. Special thanks go to Janet Clark-Amodei and Shelley 
Kinsella for their outstanding leadership that fostered a real sense of community for all who participated. The 
2026 Green Show will be held on December 4-5. To learn how you can become involved, contact Janet Clark-
Amodei or call the parish office at (302) 655-3379.

DINE WITH THE LADIES – FEBRUARY 23
Each month, a group of women meets for an informal dinner in Greenville. All women are invited to Dine with 
the Ladies tomorrow, February 23, at 7 PM at Pizza by Elizabeths. Please RSVP today.

_________________________

BENEDICT’S TOOLBOX: EVERYDAY BENEDICTINE PRACTICES – FEBRUARY 25-MARCH 25
The season of Lent is a time when many Christians consider either old, bad practices to break or new, helpful 
practices to take up. This year’s Adult Formation Lenten Series will examine portions of St. Benedict’s Toolbox: 
The Nuts and Bolts of Everyday Benedictine Living. For over 1500 years, the concepts that Benedict used to shape 
the life of his monastic brothers have been applied by many Christians to better their own spiritual lives. Join us 
on Wednesdays, February 25, March 4, 11, 18, and 25, when we’ll gather for a simple supper at 6:30 PM followed 
by the program at 7 PM. Please RSVP for the evenings you can attend.

_________________________

LE DONNE MUSICALI WITH TEMPESTA DI MARE – FEBRUARY 27
Tempesta di Mare: Philadelphia Baroque Orchestra presents this concert at Christ Church on Friday, February 
27, at 7 PM in the Chapel. Le Donne Musicali (The Musical Women) includes vocal and instrumental works by 
female composers Agata Cantora della Pietà and Anna Bon, plus music by Vivaldi, Gasparini, and Porpora for 
named women of the Venetian Ospedal—the network of baroque-era orphanages that churned out top-tier female 
musicians on an unprecedented scale. Reserve your seats online.

_________________________

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT WITH CCCH & CCEP – FEBRUARY 28
Join with families from Christ Church and Christ Church Episcopal Preschool for movie night on Saturday, 
February 28. The fun begins at 5:30 PM in the Parish Hall, where you can watch either Inside Out or Paw Patrol: 
The Mighty Movie. Pizza, popcorn, and drinks will be provided. Wear your pajamas, bring your sleeping bag or 
blanket, and enjoy a fun evening together with your church and preschool family. Please RSVP today.
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FEBRUARY OUTREACH COLLECTION
February’s collection benefits those participating in programs with SOAR (Survivors of Abuse in Recovery) and 
STEHM (Supportive Transitional & Emergency Housing Ministry). Travel-sized toiletry items, bleach spray 
cleaner, toilet bowl cleaner, sponges, microfiber cleaning cloths, laundry detergent, dryer sheets, Ziploc bags, and 
tissues may be left in the back of the Church or in the collection bin in the circle drive entrance to the Parish Center.

_________________________

CLASSROOM VISITORS WELCOME AT SUNDAY FORMATION – BEGINNING MARCH 1
Are you interested in our children’s formation offerings and want to learn more about our classrooms and what is 
being taught? Beginning Sunday, March 1, the Children’s Ministry invites you to visit our PreK through 7th Grade 
classrooms. Whether you want to simply sit in and observe or be a helping hand in the classroom, we would love 
for you to get to know our programs up close and personal. While visiting, you can experience the different lessons 
and activities, guide children to interact with their peers in safe, healthy, God-honoring ways, participate in class 
discussions, and pray for the children and families who attend the class you visit. We hope that after visiting you 
might even feel called to serve as a formation teacher next year! Sign up to visit a particular class. Questions? 
Contact Mason Cruz.

_________________________

A LENTEN SERVICE OF READINGS & MUSIC – MARCH 1
Experience the message of Lent in this contemplative service on Sunday, March 1, at 4 PM in the Church. Patterned 
after the Anglican Service of Lessons & Carols, worship includes readings from scripture and from the spiritual 
writings of Henri Nouwen and music offered by the Christ Church Choir. An organ prelude begins at 3:30 PM by 
Gabriel Benton, director of music at Grace United Methodist Church in Wilmington.

_________________________

SEEKING VESTRY NOMINATIONS – BY MARCH 1
Do you feel called to serve your parish community as a member of the Christ Church Vestry or know someone who 
would make a great candidate? We are accepting nominations for this year’s vestry class. The vestry serves many 
important roles in partnership with our rector. Key responsibilities include setting and enabling the long-term 
vision and purpose of the parish and ensuring its ongoing health and vitality through sound spiritual and financial 
stewardship of our congregation and our beautiful campus. As part of this, setting ministry budget priorities is a 
key responsibility. If interested in learning more or submitting a nomination, please reach out to any member of 
the vestry, including this year’s outgoing class: Chuck Arensberg, Scott Nickle, Jaqueline Whalen, and Alexia Wolf.

_________________________

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION – MARCH 4
Adults of all ages are invited for Coffee and Conversation on Wednesday, February 4, from 10:45 to 11:45 AM in 
the Commons Room. Gather with friends for meaningful conversation and make new friends over coffee, tea, and 
snacks. Join us for this time of fellowship and then stay for the 12 PM Eucharist in the Chapel.

_________________________

ALL AGES LENTEN PRAYER STATIONS & FELLOWSHIP – MARCH 15
Our interactive Lenten prayer stations offer those of all ages a new approach to prayer. Come experience God 
through the senses this Lent during an expanded Coffee & Community on Sunday, March 15, from 9:30 to 10:30 
AM. Spend some time in prayerful activities at prayer stations set up in the Parish Halls. Child care is offered in the 
nursery until noon, but no faith formation classes will take place at this time so that all can participate.
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FERRARA: SPLENDOR OF THE RENAISSANCE WITH PIFFARO – MARCH 15
Piffaro: The Renaissance Band invites you to step into Ferrara, a dazzling hub where art and music flourished. At 
the heart of the Italian Renaissance, the city attracted some of the era’s most celebrated intellectual and artistic 
minds. Piffaro’s wind players invite you to experience the rich soundscape of this extraordinary place on Sunday, 
March 15, at 3 PM in the Chapel. Reserve your seats online.

_________________________

CHAPEL MEMORIAL FLOWER DATES AVAILABLE
Memorial flowers for the altars at Christ Church are donated in memory of loved ones each week. With weekly 
services in the Chapel, there are numerous dates available to donate flowers in 2026. If you wish to offer flowers in 
memory of a loved one, please contact Jane Rubini or call (302) 655-3379.

_________________________

HOSTS NEEDED FOR COFFEE & COMMUNITY
Volunteers are needed to host Coffee & Community each Sunday from 9:30 to 10:30 AM. This is a fun way to 
contribute to the life of the parish while extending generous hospitality, and it’s a great activity to do as a family or 
with a group of friends. Sign up online.

_________________________

VOLUNTEER AS A CHRIST CHURCH OFFICE RECEPTIONIST
Men and women volunteer to serve as office receptionists at Christ Church, greeting visitors and answering the 
telephone. Receptionists work in two shifts from 9 AM to noon and from noon to 3 PM. This ministry is vital in 
assisting our clergy and staff, and those calling the parish office appreciate the personal touch this service provides.  
Most folks serve just once or twice a month, so this is a great volunteer opportunity for those with limited time to 
give. For more information or to volunteer, call the parish office at (302) 655-3379. 

_________________________

CHRIST CHURCH NAME TAGS & MERCHANDISE
Help us build community as we get to know fellow parishioners and newcomers by wearing your Christ Church 
name tag when you come to church. Tags are hard plastic with a magnetic clip and may be ordered on our website. 
Then, show off your church spirit with Christ Church merchandise available for purchase. Choose from baseball 
caps, water bottles, tote bags, and more. Visit our website for details and to place an order for a name tag or church 
merch.

_________________________

MEMORIAL FLOWERS
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God

in loving memory of
Terry J. Conway
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Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Christ Church welcomes you into a loving 
and joyful community that serves others and seeks to grow deeper in relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ.

NEW HERE? Scan the QR code to let us know or complete the card in the pews and place it 
in the offering plate.
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