
THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
FEBRUARY 1, 2026

10:30 AM HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
Service Music from The Christ Church Mass, Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015)

Voluntary   Toccata in C	 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Welcome and Announcements	
THE WORD OF GOD

Please stand, as able, and sing
Entrance Hymn 441   In the Cross of Christ I Glory	 (blue) Hymnal 1982

The Opening Acclamation
Celebrant	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
	 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
	 love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.
All sing
Canticle of Praise   Benedictus es, Domine	 Setting: John Rutter (b. 1945)

WELCOME!
We are glad you are with us today as we worship God and receive Christ’s presence 
given to us in the sacrament of bread and wine. This service is offered by livestream to 
those who cannot assemble with us. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you 
are welcome here.
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Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: 
	 Mercifully hear the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through 



	 Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
	 ever. Amen.

Please be seated for

The First Reading	 Micah 6:1-8
Hear what the Lord says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the 
Lord has a controversy with his people, and he will contend with Israel. “O my people, what have I done 
to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and 
redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, 
remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what 
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord. With what shall I come 
before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, with 
calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with tens of thousands of rivers of 
oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has 
told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

The Choir sings

Psalm 15   Domine, quis habitabit	 Chant: Christopher Gibbons (1615-1676)
Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? who may abide upon your holy hill?
Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, who speaks the truth from his heart.
There is no guile upon his tongue; he does no evil to his friend;
he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor.
In his sight the wicked is rejected, but he honors those who fear the Lord.
He has sworn to do no wrong and does not take back his word.
He does not give his money in hope of gain, nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.
Whoever does these things shall never be overthrown.

The Second Reading	 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved 
it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of 
the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater 
of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, 
to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers 
and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of 
noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in 
the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to 
reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of 



your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption, in order that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

Please stand and sing

Gradual Hymn 605   What Does the Lord Require for Praise and Offering?	 Hymnal 1982

The Gospel is carried to the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.

The Gospel Reading 	 Matthew 5:1-12
Priest	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for 
they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will 
see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Blessed are those who 
are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people 
revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and 
be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.”

Priest	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Once the Book of Gospels has returned to its place of honor, the People may be seated at the invitation of the preacher.

The Homily	 Ruth Beresford

Please stand for

The Nicene Creed
Celebrant	 Let us declare our faith in God:
People 	 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.



With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

A member of the parish leads

The Prayers of the People
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together 
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. We pray for the Episcopal Church in Delaware, 
for each congregation and school. We pray for this congregation and we lift up N. Strengthen 
our witness and our welcome. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good. We pray for our president, Donald, for 
Congress, and for those in the diplomatic corps or military service. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 
in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. We pray for N., and those we remember 
now. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially N., and those we remember now. We 
pray that your will for them may be fulfilled and that we may share with all your saints in your 
eternal kingdom. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Together let us pray for the forgiveness of our sins.
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
	 strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
	 Amen.



The Peace
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory and Preparation of the Table
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering. Giving money is a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and expresses our gratitude for God’s 

many blessings. The ushers will receive the offering and present it on our behalf. Also, you may give online using Apple or Google Pay, PayPal, 

Venmo, a credit/debit card, ACH, or text a contribution to (302) 244-5368. For those who give electronically, a card is available in the pews 

to participate in the act of offering. Newcomers and guests may place the welcome card in the offering plate. 

Anthem	 Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
How lovely are the messengers that preach us the gospel of peace.
To all the nations is gone forth the sound of their words,
throughout all the lands their glad tidings.

Please stand and sing

Presentation Hymn 426, vs. 1-4   Songs of Praise the Angels Sang	 Hymnal 1982

The Great Thanksgiving				    (red) Book of Common Prayer 367
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our praise in the ancient song of the Sanctus.		
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our acclamation of Christ’s sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection, saying

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Celebrant and People

We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory;



The Celebrant continues the prayer, concluding

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant invites the People to say the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We sing the anthem at the breaking of the bread, which is Christ’s Body, broken for us. Please be seated after the sacrament is presented.

All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Christ or a blessing. Come up the center aisle and take your place along the altar rail, kneeling 

or standing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest to indicate your intent. Receive the host in open hands. Gluten-free host 

is available; let the clergy know your need when they approach you. When you are presented with the cup, drink from it or dip the bread 

carefully into the cup and consume in both kinds together. If you do not wish to receive the cup, please cross your arms to indicate your intent, 

but wait for the minister to pass you before you leave the rail. Please use the side aisle to return to your pew. If you are unable to come forward, 

ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you. 

Communion Anthem	 John Tavener (1944-2013)
Little Lamb, who made thee? Dost thou know who made thee?

Gave thee life and bid thee feed by the stream and o’er the mead;

Gave thee clothing of delight, softest clothing, woolly, bright;

Gave thee such a tender voice, making all the vales rejoice?

Little Lamb, who made thee? Dost thou know who made thee?

Little Lamb, I’ll tell thee, little Lamb, I’ll tell thee:

He is called by thy name, for he calls himself a Lamb.

He is meek and he is mild; he became a little child.

I, a child, and thou a lamb, we are called by his name.

Little Lamb, God bless thee! Little Lamb, God bless thee!



Please stand for 

The Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant	 In thanksgiving, let us pray.
People	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 
	 as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
	 and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
	 Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love  
	 and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the People.

People	 Amen.

All sing

Hymn in Procession 597   O Day of Peace that Dimly Shines	 Hymnal 1982

Dismissal
Priest	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Voluntary   Improvisation	

Please take your bulletin with you or return it to the table in the narthex as you leave. 

We are sent forth to be Christ’s blessing in the world. Our prayer is that today’s worship has encouraged you in love, strengthened you for 

service, and filled you with light. We look forward to your presence again in worship, in service to others, in learning and fellowship. 
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February 1, 2026		  In the Season of Epiphany

THIS WEEK WE LIFT UP...
OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTRY. At Christ Church, we invite children to enter into the presence of God 
through story, worship, discovery, play, and wonder. From nursery through elementary school, our community 
cherishes and honors the spiritual formation of children. Our two 9 AM services each Sunday provide an 
opportunity to form our children in the way of Christian discipleship as families worship together. In addition, 
PreK through 5th grade classes meet at 9:30 AM on Sundays for fellowship and learning, while nursery care 
is offered for infants and toddlers from 9:30 AM to 12 PM. We want each child to have the opportunity to 
experience the love of God and to grow and flourish in their faith. For more information, visit our website or 
contact Mason Cruz.

EPIPHANY LESSONS & CAROLS – TODAY
Epiphany is a multifaceted season where we see the young Christ Jesus in the manger, being presented in the 
Temple, being baptized, shining forth as the light of the world, and ultimately revealing his glory in dazzling 
brightness on the holy mountain. Join us today, February 1, at 4 PM in the Church as we hear and celebrate 
these stories of Epiphany in a service of Lessons & Carols with music led by the Christ Church Choir. Cameron 
Kuzepski, our organ scholar, will play an organ prelude beginning at 3:30 PM.

_________________________

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION – FEBRUARY 4
Adults of all ages are invited for Coffee and Conversation this Wednesday, February 4, from 10:45 to 11:45 AM in 
the Commons Room. Gather with friends for meaningful conversation and make new friends over coffee, tea, and 
snacks. Join us for this time of fellowship and then stay for the 12 PM Eucharist in the Chapel.

_________________________

ALL AGES FELLOWSHIP & CRAFTING – FEBRUARY 15
Join in an expanded Coffee & Community on Sunday, February 15, from 9:30 to 10:30 AM in the Parish Halls, 
hosted by Christ Church Episcopal Preschool. We’ll gather for food, fellowship, and crafting, where those of all 
ages and skill levels are invited to decorate sand dollars generously collected and shared with us by a beloved CCEP 
grandparent. Sand dollars have a spiritual connection, symbolizing rebirth, renewal, and transformation. Inside 
each are five tiny doves that represent themes like peace, abundance, and harmony. Come share in the experience!

_________________________

CHORAL EVENSONG – FEBRUARY 15
Choral Evensong will be held on Sunday, February 15, at 4 PM in the Chapel, led by the Parish Choir, senior 
Choristers, and clergy. Music will include works by Peter Hallock, Bernard Smith, Ralph Vaughan Williams, and 
Eric Thiman. Bruce Barber will play an organ prelude beginning at 3:45 PM. Join us for this ancient service of 
music, scripture, and prayer.

http://www.christchurchde.org/children
mailto:mcruz%40christchurchde.org?subject=


SHROVE TUESDAY MARDI GRAS FUNDRAISER FOR DR MISSION TRIP – FEBRUARY 17
Join us for a festive Mardi Gras celebration at Christ Church on Shrove Tuesday, February 17, with tasty breakfast 
foods served by our youth from 5:30 to 6:45 PM in the Parish Halls. We will prepare for Lent by putting away the 
Alleluias, cheer on the Christ Church Choristers in their pancake race, and end the evening with the burning of 
the palms for Ash Wednesday. The cost is $5 for children and $15 for youth/adults, and the event is a fundraiser 
for this summer’s mission trip to the Dominican Republic. Please RSVP.

_________________________

ASH WEDNESDAY – FEBRUARY 18
Worship with us on Ash Wednesday, February 18. Holy Eucharist takes place in the Chapel at 6:30 AM and 12 PM 
without music and at 5 PM for all ages with the Christ Church Choristers leading our music. At 7 PM, join us for 
Choral Eucharist in the Church with the Christ Church Choir. All services include the Imposition of Ashes and an 
invitation to a Holy Lent.

_________________________

BENEDICT’S TOOLBOX: EVERYDAY BENEDICTINE PRACTICES – FEBRUARY 25-MARCH 25
The season of Lent is a time when many Christians consider either old, bad practices to break or new, helpful 
practices to take up. This year’s Adult Formation Lenten Series will examine portions of St. Benedict’s Toolbox: 
The Nuts and Bolts of Everyday Benedictine Living. For over 1500 years, the concepts that Benedict used to shape 
the life of his monastic brothers has been applied by many Christians to better their own spiritual lives. Join us on 
Wednesdays, February 25, March 4, 11, 18, and 25, when we’ll gather for a simple supper at 6:30 PM followed by 
the program at 7 PM. Please RSVP for the evenings you can attend.

_________________________

FEBRUARY OUTREACH COLLECTION
February’s collection benefits those participating in programs with SOAR (Survivors of Abuse in Recovery) and 
STEHM (Supportive Transitional & Emergency Housing Ministry). Travel-sized toiletry items, bleach spray 
cleaner, toilet bowl cleaner, sponges, microfiber cleaning cloths, laundry detergent, dryer sheets, Ziploc bags, and 
tissues may be left in the back of the Church or in the collection bin in the circle drive entrance to the Parish Center.

_________________________

SEEKING VESTRY NOMINATIONS BY MARCH 1
Do you feel called to serve your parish community as a member of the Christ Church Vestry or know someone who 
would make a great candidate? We are accepting nominations for this year’s vestry class. The vestry serves many 
important roles in partnership with our rector. Key responsibilities include setting and enabling the long-term 
vision and purpose of the parish and ensuring its ongoing health and vitality through sound spiritual and financial 
stewardship of our congregation and our beautiful campus. As part of this, setting ministry budget priorities is a 
key responsibility. If interested in learning more or submitting a nomination, please reach out to any member of 
the vestry, including this year’s outgoing class: Chuck Arensberg, Scott Nickle, Jaqueline Whalen, and Alexia Wolf.

_________________________

PLAN YOUR SUMMER VACATION AT MEMORIAL HOUSE – JULY 31-AUGUST 7
Join fellow members of Christ Church for a week of fun and fellowship at Memorial House, the Episcopal Church 
retreat center nestled in the pines section of Rehoboth—from Friday, July 31 to Friday, August 7. Enjoy homemade 
meals, nature, and meaningful connections, just two blocks from the beach. The Revs. Ruth and David Beresford 
are our clergy hosts this year. For more information or to make a reservation, visit their website.

https://christchurchde.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/d954277a-74fa-4a33-bbf3-80f6383bd7da
https://christchurchde.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/6aa60ac2-51c4-42a6-985d-0330b280ec6d
mailto:charlescmarensberg%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:scottcnickle%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:Jaqueline%20Whalen?subject=
mailto:alexia.l.wolf%40gmail.com?subject=
https://memorialhouse.church


CHAPEL MEMORIAL FLOWER DATES AVAILABLE
Memorial flowers for the altars at Christ Church are donated in memory of loved ones each week. With weekly 
services in the Chapel, there are numerous dates available to donate flowers in 2026. If you wish to offer flowers in 
memory of a loved one, please contact Jane Rubini or call (302) 655-3379.

_________________________

HOSTS NEEDED FOR COFFEE & COMMUNITY
Volunteers are needed to host Coffee & Community each Sunday from 9:30 to 10:30 AM. This is a fun way to 
contribute to the life of the parish while extending generous hospitality, and it’s a great activity to do as a family or 
with a group of friends. Please sign up for a date in 2026.

_________________________

VOLUNTEER AS A CHRIST CHURCH OFFICE RECEPTIONIST
Men and women volunteer to serve as office receptionists at Christ Church, greeting visitors and answering the 
telephone. Receptionists work in two shifts from 9 AM to noon and from noon to 3 PM. This ministry is vital in 
assisting our clergy and staff, and those calling the parish office appreciate the personal touch this service provides.  
Most folks serve just once or twice a month, so this is a great volunteer opportunity for those with limited time to 
give. For more information or to volunteer, call the parish office at (302) 655-3379. 

_________________________

CHRIST CHURCH NAME TAGS & MERCHANDISE
Help us build community as we get to know fellow parishioners and newcomers by wearing your Christ Church 
name tag when you come to church. Tags are hard plastic with a magnetic clip and may be ordered on our website. 
Then, show off your church spirit with Christ Church merchandise available for purchase. Choose from baseball 
caps, water bottles, tote bags, and more. Visit our website for details and to place an order for a name tag or church 
merch.

_________________________

ST. MICHAEL’S BOOK SALE
Our outreach ministry takes many forms as we care for our neighbors in need. Visit the St. Michael’s book nook, 
found on the lower level of the Parish Center near the elevator, and stock up on your reading list during these cold 
days of winter. All proceeds support St. Michael’s scholarship fund.

_________________________

MEMORIAL FLOWERS
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God

in loving memory of
Jennifer Jillson Chatfield
Carole Carrozzo Udell

mailto:jrubini%40christchurchde.org?subject=
https://bit.ly/ccch-coffee-2025-26
https://www.christchurchde.org/church-merch-post/


Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Christ Church welcomes you into a loving 
and joyful community that serves others and seeks to grow deeper in relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ.

NEW HERE? Scan the QR code to let us know or complete the card in the pews and place it 
in the offering plate.

PARISH CLERGY
The Rev. Ruth Beresford, Rector

The Rev. Thomas Word Peters, Associate Rector
The Very Rev. William Lane, Pastoral Associate

LAY MINISTRY STAFF
Sheila Abio, Head of School

Bruce Barber, Director of Music
Mason Cruz, Minister for Children & Youth

Jason Keller, Saturday Worship Leader
Cameron Kuzepski, Organ Scholar/Director of Choristers

ADMINISTRATIVE & FACILITIES STAFF
Sherry Lawton-Fasic, Parish Administrator

Terri Carpe, Finance Manager
Jennifer Fordham, School Administrator

Deb Piper, Philanthropy/Stewardship Associate
Jane Rubini, Administrative Associate

Nigel Sanderson, Livestream Technician
Michael Sayer, Facilities Manager

Deborah Webb, Communications Associate/Graphic Designer
Leroy Folks, Andy Marine, Charles Parfitt-Simpson, Sextons

VESTRY & OFFICERS
Ran Barton, Senior Warden; Alexia Wolf, ’26, Junior Warden
Mark Parsells, Treasurer; Bob Reardon, Assistant Treasurer

Jennifer O’Connor, Clerk; MJ O’Connor, Youth Representative
Chuck Arensberg, ’26; Cindi Cozza, ’27; Barbara King, ’27

Shelley Kinsella, ’28; Kendall Meldrum, ’28; Thorpe Moeckel, ’27; Scott Nickle, ’26
John Olsen, ’28; Jamie Poston, ’27; Wil Stith, ’28; Jaqueline Whalen, ’26
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