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Read John 14:8-17: 
Philip said to Jesus, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to 
him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do 
you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say 
to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then 
believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes 

in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the 
Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name 
you ask me for anything, I will do it. If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the 
world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 
you, and he will be in you.” 
 
Background: The Feast of Pentecost brings to a close the season of Easter because the gift of the Spirit is the 
inevitable outcome of the death and resurrection of Jesus. The church understood clearly that what 
happened to Jesus on Easter Sunday was not just an amazing miracle to prove that he really was the Son of 
God. It was rather the next step in God’s desire to heal, once and for all, the relationship between himself 
and a broken humanity. Now the outpouring of the Spirit of Jesus means that our relationship with God is 
fundamentally transformed. 
 
Talking Points: 

• How can we recognize the Spirit’s presence? How should we imagine the Spirit? 
• What are the various gifts of the Spirit? Name the gift(s) you have received. 
• “Wherever anything good, true, noble, or joyful happens, there is the Spirit at work.” One of our 

tasks as the church is to discover how the Spirit is present and working in the world. Where do you 
see the Spirit at work in your life and in the world? 

• Pentecost marks the end of the Easter season. Reflect on the past 50 days and say what has changed 
in your relationship with God, the Church, and your neighbors. 

 
 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, ignite in us your holy fire; strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 
revive your Church with the breath of love, and renew the face of the earth, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


