
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
MAY 4, 2025

10:30 AM HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
Service Music from The Christ Church Mass, Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015)

Voluntary   Sarabande from Suite for Organ Gerald Near (b. 1942)

Welcome and Announcements 
THE WORD OF GOD

Please stand, as able, and sing
Entrance Hymn 182   Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing  (blue) Hymnal 1982

The Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen.
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
 love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

All sing
God’s Paschal Lamb from Wonder, Love, and Praise

Words: Carl P. Daw, Jr. (b. 1944) © 1987 Hope Publishing Co., Carol Stream, IL 60188. Used by permission. Music: Sine Nomine, 
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958); © Oxford University Press; desc. Alec Wyton (b. 1921) © Paraclete Press. Used by permission.

WELCOME!
We are glad you are with us today as we worship God and receive Christ’s presence 
given to us in the sacrament of bread and wine. This service is offered by livestream to 
those who cannot assemble with us. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you 
are welcome here.

Christ Church Christiana Hundred



Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray. O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of 
 bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives 
 and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated for

The First Reading Acts 9:1-6
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and 
asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, 
men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching 
Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice 
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are 
to do.”

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

The Choir sings

Psalm 30   Exaltabo te, Domine Chant: James Turle (1802-1882)
I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up and have not let my enemies triumph over me.
O Lord my God, I cried out to you, and you restored me to health.
You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness.
For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, his favor for a lifetime.
Weeping may spend the night, but joy comes in the morning.
While I felt secure, I said, “I shall never be disturbed. 
You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear.
I cried to you, O Lord; I pleaded with the Lord, saying,
“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? 
will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; O Lord, be my helper.”
You have turned my wailing into dancing; you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy.
Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever.

The Second Reading Revelation 5:11-14
I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, singing with full voice, “Worthy 
is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and 
glory and blessing!” Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the 
sea, and all that is in them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and 
honor and glory and might forever and ever!” And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders 
fell down and worshiped.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”



Please stand and sing
Gradual Hymn 204   Now the Green Blade Riseth from the Buried Grain Hymnal 1982   

The Gospel is carried to the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.
The Gospel Reading  John 21:1-19
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 
Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the 
sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They 
said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 
nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 
Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They answered him, “No.” He said to them, 
“Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were 
not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is 
the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and 
jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were 
not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal 
fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 
So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; 
and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” 
Now none of the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus 
came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third 
time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. When they had finished 
breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to 
him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” A second time he said to 
him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus 
said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter 
felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you 
were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, 
you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you 
do not wish to go.” (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this 
he said to him, “Follow me.”

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Once the Book of Gospels has returned to its place of honor, the People may be seated at the invitation of the preacher.

The Homily Michael Kurth

Please stand for
The Nicene Creed
Celebrant Let us declare our faith in God:
People  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

A member of the parish leads

The Prayers of the People 
In mercy hear our prayer, gracious God, for the church and for the world.

Pray and praise God from whom all blessings flow. Bless the fruits of the earth, the trees of the 
forest, and all the animals of the field; let all creation give you praise. That we may see your glory 
in all the world,
we pray to you, Lord God.

Pray that the whole church may proclaim Christ as the Lord of life. Pour upon us the grace to 
live in unity and love. Bless Sean, our presiding bishop; Kevin, our bishop; and our clergy; our 
preschool and parish. We lift up N., and we give thanks for our outreach partner, N. That we 
may make Christ known in all we say and do,
we pray to you, Lord God.

Pray that nations and peoples may be brought together to live in freedom and peace. Guide us 
to share the resources of the earth. Guard all those in diplomatic and military service and all 
who defend and protect the welfare of others. That there may be justice and peace on earth,
we pray to you, Lord God.

Pray for those who live with grief or pain, those suffering from any need or trouble and for 
those who minister to them. We remember N. and those we name now. That we may be agents 
of your healing grace, 
we pray to you, Lord God.

Pray for all who have died and now rest in the hope of eternal life. We remember N. and those 
we name now. That we may entrust them to your never-failing love,
we pray to you, Lord God.

Pray and praise God, from whom all blessings flow. We thank you for the forgiveness we have 
received in your mercy, for the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and the life we live in Christ Jesus, 
our Lord. That we may share our faith, our hope, and your love,
we pray to you, Lord God.



The Peace
Priest The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory and Preparation of the Table
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering. Giving money is a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and expresses our gratitude for God’s 

many blessings. The ushers will receive the offering and present it on our behalf. Also, you may give online or text a contribution to (302) 

244-5368. For those who give electronically, a card is available in the pews to participate in the act of offering. Newcomers and guests may 

place the welcome card in the offering plate.

Anthem    Plainsong with Organ Improvisation in Alternatum
We praise Thee, O God; we acknowledge Thee to be the Lord.
All the earth doth worship Thee, the Father everlasting.
To Thee all Angels cry aloud, the Heavens and all the Powers therein.
To Thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry,
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 
Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty of Thy Glory.

Organ Improvisation

The glorious company of the Apostles praise Thee. 
The goodly fellowship of the Prophets praise Thee. 
The noble army of Martyrs praise Thee. 
The Holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge Thee.
The Father of an infinite Majesty; Thine honorable, true, and only Son. 
Also the Holy Ghost, the Comforter.

Organ Improvisation

Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ. 
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.
When Thou tookest upon Thee to deliver man, 
Thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb.
When Thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death,
Thou didst open the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers.

Organ Improvisation

Thou sittest at the right hand of God in the Glory of the Father.
We believe that Thou shalt come to be our Judge.
We therefore pray Thee, help Thy servants 
Whom Thou hast redeemed with Thy precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with Thy Saints in glory everlasting.

Organ Improvisation (Final)

Please stand and sing

The Presentation Hymn  193, vs. 1-3   That Easter Day with Joy was Bright Hymnal 1982



The Great Thanksgiving adaptation, (red) Book of Common Prayer 369

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our praise in the ancient song of the Sanctus.  
And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and 
martyrs, and with all those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim 
with them your glory, in their unending hymn:

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our acclamation of Christ’s sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection, saying

Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
Celebrant and People

We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, saying

Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in Christ, that we may 
worthily serve the world in his name.

Celebrant and People

Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the bread.

The Celebrant concludes

Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to 
generation.

God



The Celebrant invites the People to say the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We sing the anthem at the breaking of the bread, which is Christ’s Body, broken for us. Please be seated after the sacrament is presented.

All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Christ or a blessing. Come up the center aisle and take your place along the altar rail, kneeling 

or standing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest to indicate your intent. Receive the host in open hands. Gluten-free host 

is available; let the clergy know your need when they approach you. When you are presented with the cup, drink from it or dip the bread 

carefully into the cup and consume in both kinds together. If you do not wish to receive the cup, please cross your arms to indicate your intent, 

but wait for the minister to pass you before you leave the rail. Please use the side aisle to return to your pew. If you are unable to come forward, 

ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you. 

Communion Anthem    Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew back, guilty of dust and sin. 
But quick-ey’d Love, observing me grow slack from my first entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning, if I lack’d anything. 

A guest, I answer’d, worthy to be here: Love said, You shall be he. 
I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear, I cannot look on thee. 
Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, who made the eyes but I? 

Truth, Lord, but I have marr’d them: let my shame go where it doth deserve. 
And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame? My dear, then I will serve. 
You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: so I did sit and eat.

Please stand for 

The Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant In thanksgiving, let us pray.
People Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
 of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members 



 of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
 And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
 to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
 To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the People.

People Amen.

All sing

Hymn in Procession 200   Come, Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain Hymnal 1982

Dismissal
Priest Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia!
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Voluntary   Dialogue sur le grands jeux François Couperin (1668-1733)

Please take your bulletin with you or return it to the table in the narthex as you leave. 

We are sent forth to be Christ’s blessing in the world. Our prayer is that today’s worship has encouraged you in love, strengthened you for 

service, and filled you with joy. We look forward to your presence again in worship, in service to others, in learning and fellowship.



Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Christ Church welcomes you into a loving 
and joyful community that serves others and seeks to grow deeper in relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ.

NEW HERE? Scan the QR code to let us know or complete the card in the pews and place it 
in the offering plate.
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