
THE LAST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
FEBRUARY 11, 2024

10:30 AM HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
Service Music from The Christ Church Mass, Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015)

Voluntary   Andante from Symphony No. 2	 Charles-Marie Widor (1844-1937)

Welcome and Announcements	
THE WORD OF GOD

Please stand, as able, and sing

Entrance Hymn 137   O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair	 (blue) Hymnal 1982

The Opening Acclamation
Celebrant	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
	 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
	 love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

All sing

Canticle of Praise   Benedictus es, Domine

WELCOME!
We are glad you are with us today as we worship God and receive Christ’s presence 
given to us in the sacrament of bread and wine. This service is offered by livestream to 
those who cannot assemble with us. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you 
are welcome here.

Christ Church Christiana Hundred



Setting: John Rutter (b. 1945)



Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us pray. O God, who before the passion of your only-begotten Son revealed his glory upon 
	 the holy mountain: Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be 
	 strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through 
	 Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
	 ever. Amen.

Please be seated for

The First Reading	 2 Kings 2:1-12
When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their 
way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha 
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The 
company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today 
the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” Elijah said to 
him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho 
drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from 
you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has 
sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So 
the two of them went on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance 
from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and 
struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on 
dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 
taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” He responded, “You 
have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, 
it will not.” As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two 
of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his 
own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

Psalm 50:1-6   Deus deorum	 Chant: Peter R. Hallock (1924-2014)
The Refrain is sung first by the Cantor, repeated by all, then together as appointed.

Refrain:

The Lord, the God of gods, has spoken; 
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.
Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty, God reveals himself in glory. Refrain
Our God will come and will not keep silence; 
before him there is a consuming flame, and round about him a raging storm.
He calls the heavens and the earth from above to witness the judgment of his people. Refrain



“Gather before me my loyal followers, 
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed it with sacrifice.”
Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause; for God himself is judge. Refrain

The Second Reading	 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who 
has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

Please stand. The Alleluia is sung first by the Choir, then repeated by all before and after the Verse.

Gradual Alleluia and Verse   	 Bruce Barber (b. 1960)

Verse:	 This is my Son, my beloved, with whom I am well pleased.

The Gospel is carried to the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.

The Gospel Reading 	 Mark 9:2-9
Priest	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain apart, by themselves. 
And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth 
could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then 
Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one 
for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” 
Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. As they were 
coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the 
Son of Man had risen from the dead.

Priest	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Once the Book of Gospels has returned to its place of honor, the People may be seated at the invitation of the preacher.

The Homily	 Ruth Beresford

Please stand for

The Nicene Creed
Celebrant	 Let us declare our faith in God:
People 	 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,



true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

A member of the parish leads
The Prayers of the People

Let us pray for the Church and for the world.

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together 
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. We pray for the Episcopal Church in Delaware, 
for each congregation and school. We pray for this congregation and we lift up N. Strengthen 
our witness and our welcome. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that 
we may honor one another and serve the common good. We pray for our president, Joe, for 
Congress, and for those in the diplomatic corps or military service. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 
in the service of others and to your honor and glory. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in 
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. We pray for N., and those we remember 
now. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially N., and those we remember now. We 
pray that your will for them may be fulfilled and that we may share with all your saints in your 
eternal kingdom. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Together let us pray for the forgiveness of our sins.
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Priest	 Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
	 strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
	 Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory and Preparation of the Table
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering. Today and on the second Sunday of each month, part of our offering is a collection of items 
to be donated to Lutheran Community Services, our 175th anniversary outreach partner. Giving money is a sign that our life serves God’s 
purposes and expresses our gratitude for God’s many blessings. The ushers will receive the offering and present it on our behalf. Also, you may 
give online or text a contribution to (302) 244-5368. For those who give electronically, a card is available in the pews to participate in the act 
of offering. Newcomers and guests may place the welcome card in the offering plate. 

Anthem   	 Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord.
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting.
To thee all Angels cry aloud, the Heavens, and all the Powers therein.
To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry, 
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of Sabaoth;
Heaven and earth are full of the Majesty of thy glory. 
The glorious company of the Apostles praise thee.
The goodly fellowship of the Prophets praise thee. 
The noble army of Martyrs praise thee.
The holy Church throughout all the world doth acknowledge thee;
The Father of an infinite Majesty; 
Thine honourable, true and only Son; 
also the Holy Ghost the Comforter.
Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ. 
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father.
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, 
thou didst not abhor the Virgin’s womb.
When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, 
thou didst open the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers.
Thou sittest at the right hand of God in the glory of the Father.
We believe that thou shalt come to be our Judge.
We therefore pray thee, help thy servants 
whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood.
Make them to be numbered with thy Saints in glory everlasting.

Please stand and sing
Presentation Hymn 380, v. 3   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow	 Hymnal 1982

The Great Thanksgiving			   (red) Book of Common Prayer 367
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.



Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our praise in the ancient song of the Sanctus.		
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our acclamation of Christ’s sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection, saying
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues the prayer, concluding
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant invites the People to say the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples. 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We sing the anthem at the breaking of the bread, which is Christ’s Body, broken for us. Please be seated after the sacrament is presented.



All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Christ or a blessing. Come up the center aisle and take your place along the altar rail, kneeling 
or standing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest to indicate your intent. Receive the host in open hands. Gluten-free host 
is available; let the clergy know your need when they approach you. When you are presented with the cup, drink from it or dip the bread 
carefully into the cup and consume in both kinds together. If you do not wish to receive the cup, please cross your arms to indicate your intent, 
but wait for the minister to pass you before you leave the rail. Please use the side aisle to return to your pew. If you are unable to come forward, 
ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you. 

Communion Anthem	 Robert W. Lehman (b. 1960)
Christ, upon the mountain stands, vision of the Father’s blessing;
blazing forth to all the lands, saints and angels now professing. Alleluia, alleluia!
Law and prophets have their place in the cloud of wondrous glory;
chosen witnesses of grace, there to see and tell the story. Alleluia, alleluia!
God, in majesty, descends, then proclaims to all before him:
This is my beloved Son! nations, come now and adore him. Alleluia, alleluia!
Faithful hearts we lift on high, joyful strains, our voices raising
for this vision’s mystery, songs of wonder, hymns of praising. Alleluia, alleluia!

Please stand for 
The Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant	 Let us pray.
People	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 
	 as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
	 and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
	 Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love  
	 and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the People.
People	 Amen.

All sing
Hymn in Procession 460   Alleluia, Sing to Jesus!	 Hymnal 1982

Dismissal
Priest	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Voluntary   Fanfare	 Richard Proulx  (1937-2010)

Please take your bulletin with you or return it to the table in the narthex as you leave. 

We are sent forth to be Christ’s blessing in the world. Our prayer is that today’s worship has encouraged you in love, strengthened you for 
service, and filled you with light. We look forward to your presence again in worship, in service to others, in learning and fellowship. 



Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Christ Church welcomes you into a loving and joyful community 
that serves others and seeks to grow deeper in relationship with God through Jesus Christ.
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