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READINGS FROM SCRIPTURE FOR FUNERALS 
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In the worship for a burial or memorial service, our prayer book suggests as many as four 
readings from the Bible: a reading from the Old Testament, a Psalm, a reading from the New 
Testament, and a Gospel reading.  If there is to be Eucharist, a passage from the Gospels 
concludes the readings.  At minimum, one of the following passages is read.  Readings that are 
not from the Bible and other scriptural passages are permitted; please consult with the clergy. 
 
SUGGESTED READINGS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 
Job 19:21-27a  
“Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends, for the hand of God has touched me! Why 
do you, like God, pursue me, never satisfied with my flesh? O that my words were written down! 
O that they were inscribed in a book! O that with an iron pen and with lead they were engraved 
on a rock forever! For I know that my Redeemer lives, and that at the last he will stand upon the 
earth; and after my skin has been thus destroyed, then in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall 
see on my side, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.” 
 
Proverbs 3:1-8 
My child, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments; for length of 
days and years of life and abundant welfare they will give you. Do not let loyalty and faithfulness 
forsake you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. So you will find 
favor and good repute in the sight of God and of people. Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight 
your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. It will be a 
healing for your flesh and a refreshment for your body. 
 
Proverbs 31:10, 25-29 
A capable wife who can find? She is far more precious than jewels. Strength and dignity are her 
clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching 
of kindness is on her tongue. She looks well to the ways of her household, and does not eat the 
bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband too, and he praises her: 
“Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.” 
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Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and 
a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to 
heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to 
mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a 
time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time 
to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a 
time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. 
 
Isaiah 25:6-9 
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well- 
aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. And he will destroy 
on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and 
the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be 
said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the 
Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.  
 
Isaiah 40:1-11 
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that 
she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain 
and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then 
the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are 
grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the 
breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower 
fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald 
of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do 
not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and 
his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his 
flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms and carry them in his bosom, and 
gently lead the mother sheep. 
 
Isaiah 40:28-31 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the 
ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives 
power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the 
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young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
 
Isaiah 55:12-13 
For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall 
burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come 
up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the Lord for a 
memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
Isaiah 61:1-3 
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to 
give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise 
instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to 
display his glory.  
 
Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33  
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope 
in him.” The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. It is good that 
one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. For the Lord will not reject forever. 
Although he causes grief, he will have compassion according to the abundance of his steadfast 
love; for he does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone. 
 
Micah 4:1-5 
In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains, and shall be raised up above the hills. Peoples shall stream to it, and many nations 
shall come and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go 
forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. He shall judge between many 
peoples, and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more; but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their 
own fig trees, and no one shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken. 
For all the peoples walk, each in the name of its god, but we will walk in the name of the Lord our 
God forever and ever. 
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Sirach 38:1-8 [9-14], on physicians 
Honor physicians for their services, for the Lord created them; for their gift of healing comes 
from the Most High, and they are rewarded by the king. The skill of physicians makes them 
distinguished, and in the presence of the great they are admired. The Lord created medicines out 
of the earth, and the sensible will not despise them. Was not water made sweet with a tree in 
order that its power might be known? And he gave skill to human beings that he might be 
glorified in his marvelous works. By them the physician heals and takes away pain; the 
pharmacist makes a mixture from them. God’s works will never be finished; and from him 
health spreads over all the earth.  
[My child, when you are ill, do not delay, but pray to the Lord, and he will heal you. Give up your 
faults and direct your hands rightly, and cleanse your heart from all sin. Offer a sweet-smelling 
sacrifice, and a memorial portion of choice flour, and pour oil on your offering, as much as you 
can afford. Then give the physician his place, for the Lord created him; do not let him leave you, 
for you need him. There may come a time when recovery lies in the hands of physicians, for they 
too pray to the Lord that he grant them success in diagnosis and in healing, for the sake of 
preserving life.] 
 
Sirach 44:1-14 [15], on ancestors 
Let us now sing the praises of famous men, our ancestors in their generations. The Lord 
apportioned to them great glory, his majesty from the beginning. There were those who ruled in 
their kingdoms, and made a name for themselves by their valor; those who gave counsel because 
they were intelligent; those who spoke in prophetic oracles; those who led the people by their 
counsels and by their knowledge of the people’s lore; they were wise in their words of instruction; 
those who composed musical tunes, or put verses in writing; rich men endowed with resources, 
living peacefully in their homes—all these were honored in their generations, and were the pride 
of their times. Some of them have left behind a name, so that others declare their praise. But of 
others there is no memory; they have perished as though they had never existed; they have 
become as though they had never been born, they and their children after them. But these also 
were godly men, whose righteous deeds have not been forgotten; their wealth will remain with 
their descendants, and their inheritance with their children’s children. Their descendants stand 
by the covenants; their children also, for their sake. Their offspring will continue forever, and 
their glory will never be blotted out. Their bodies are buried in peace, but their name lives on 
generation after generation.  
[The assembly declares their wisdom, and the congregation proclaims their praise.] 
 
Wisdom 3:1-5, 9  
But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch them. In 
the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was thought to be a disaster, 
and their going from us to be their destruction; but they are at peace. For though in the sight of 
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others they were punished, their hope is full of immortality. Having been disciplined a little, they 
will receive great good, because God tested them and found them worthy of himself. Those who 
trust in him will understand truth, and the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and 
mercy are upon his holy ones, and he watches over his elect.  
 
Wisdom 7:7-14 
Therefore I prayed, and understanding was given me; I called on God, and the spirit of wisdom 
came to me. I preferred her to scepters and thrones, and I accounted wealth as nothing in 
comparison with her. Neither did I liken to her any priceless gem, because all gold is but a little 
sand in her sight, and silver will be accounted as clay before her. I loved her more than health and 
beauty, and I chose to have her rather than light, because her radiance never ceases. All good 
things came to me along with her, and in her hands uncounted wealth. I rejoiced in them all, 
because wisdom leads them; but I did not know that she was their mother. I learned without guile 
and I impart without grudging; I do not hide her wealth, for it is an unfailing treasure for 
mortals; those who get it obtain friendship with God, commended for the gifts that come from 
instruction. 
 
SUGGESTED PSALMS 
The version used in worship comes from The Book of Common Prayer, pages 585-808. Any psalm 
may be reduced in length by omitting verses. 
 
Psalm 23 – “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want.” King James Version also acceptable 
Psalm 27 – “The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?” 
Psalm 42:1-7 – “As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God.” 
Psalm 46 – “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 
Psalm 90:1-12 – “Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.” 
Psalm 106:1-5 – “Praise the Lord! O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love 
endures forever.” 
Psalm 116 – “I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my supplications.” 
Psalm 121 – “I lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come?” 
Psalm 130 – “Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice!” 
Psalm 139:1-12 – “O Lord, you have searched me and known me.” 
  
SUGGESTED READINGS FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT 
Romans 8:14-19, 34-35, 37-39  
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of 
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so 
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that we may also be glorified with him. I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of God. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, 
yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will 
separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 
who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
Romans 12 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given 
to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, 
but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 
For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so 
we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We 
have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 
ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. Let love be genuine; hate 
what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another 
in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be 
patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality 
to strangers. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but 
associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, 
but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, 
live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of 
God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are 
hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing this you will 
heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 
I Corinthians 13 
If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 
If I give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have 
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love, I gain nothing. Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for 
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. For we know only in part, and 
we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. When I 
was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an 
adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face 
to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known. And 
now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:12, 19-26, 51-57  
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no 
resurrection of the dead. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to 
be pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 
For since death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through 
a human being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own 
order: Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, 

when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every 
authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last 
enemy to be destroyed is death. Listen, I will tell you a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all 
be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable body 
must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When this 
perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then the 
saying that is written will be fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, O death, 
is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is 
the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
I Corinthians, 15:20-26, 35-38, 42-44, 53-58  
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. For since 
death came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human 
being; for as all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. But each in his own order: Christ 
the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he 
hands over the kingdom to God the Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority 
and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do 
they come?” Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, 
you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 
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But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. So it is with the 
resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a physical 
body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. For this 
perishable body must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 
When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, 
then the saying that is written will be fulfilled: “Death has been swallowed up in victory. Where, 
O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power 
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the Lord, 
because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 
 
II Corinthians 4:16—5:9 
So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being 
renewed day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for 
what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. For we know that if the earthly 
tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens. For in this tent we groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling—if 
indeed, when we have taken it off we will not be found naked. For while we are still in this tent, 
we groan under our burden, because we wish not to be unclothed but to be further clothed, so 
that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing is 
God, who has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always confident; even though we 
know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, 
not by sight. Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather by away from the body and at 
home with the Lord. So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him.  
 
Ephesians 3:14-21 
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may 
be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may 
have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all 
the fullness of God. Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 
abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Philippians 4:4-9 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, 
beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
Colossians 3:1-4, 12-14 
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 
for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. As God’s chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear 
with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which 
binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
 
2 Timothy 4:1-2, 6-8 
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in view of 
his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: proclaim the message; be persistent whether 
the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience 
in teaching. As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure 
has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now 
on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 
 
1 Peter 4:7-11 
The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline yourselves for the sake of your 
prayers. Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be 
hospitable to one another without complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. Whoever speaks must do so 
as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God 
supplies, so that God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the glory 
and the power forever and ever. Amen. 
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I John 3:1-2  
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what 
we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s 
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 
 
1 John 4:7-12 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God’s love was 
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 
through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one 
another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is 
perfected in us. 
 
Revelation 7:9-17 
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed 
in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation 
belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels stood 
around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces 
before the throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 
thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” Then one 
of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come 
from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who 
have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and 
night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will 
hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the 
Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the 
water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”  
 
Revelation 21:2-7  
And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home 
of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” And the 
one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write 
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this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the 
spring of the water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God 
and they will be my children.  
 
SUGGESTED READINGS FROM THE GOSPELS 
Matthew 5:1-9 [14-16] 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came 
to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God.” 
[“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp 
puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the 
same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father in heaven.”] 
 
John 5:24-27  
Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life, 
and does not come under judgment, but has passed from death to life. “Very truly, I tell you, the 
hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those 
who hear will live. For just as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have 
life in himself; and he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of 
Man.” 
 
John 6:37-40  
Everything that the Father gives me will come to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never 
drive away; for I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who 
sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has 
given me, but raise it up on the last day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the 
Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day. 
 
John 10:11-16  
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired hand, 
who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep 
and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away 
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and 
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my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for 
the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  
 
John 11:21-27  
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now 
I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they 
die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She 
said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into 
the world.”  
 
John 14:1-6  
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house 
there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am 
going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.”  
 
John 16:16-22 
“A little while, and you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me.” Then 
some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by saying to us, ‘A little while, and 
you will no longer see me, and again a little while, and you will see me’; and ‘Because I am going 
to the Father’?” They said, “What does he mean by this ‘a little while’? We do not know what he 
is talking about.” Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Are you discussing 
among yourselves what I meant when I said, ‘A little while, and you will no longer see me, and 
again a little while, and you will see me’? Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the 
world will rejoice; you will have pain, but your pain will turn into joy. When a woman is in labor, 
she has pain, because her hour has come. But when her child is born, she no longer remembers 
the anguish because of the joy of having brought a human being into the world. So you have pain 
now; but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” 
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