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Imagine yourself in a full church as the whole congregation heartily sings, “Jesus Christ is risen today” with organ resounding with 
trumpet and timpani. The air shines with joy. These are moments when the profound and the glorious combine in worship’s music. 
At other times, the anthems and hymns comfort us—assuring us of God’s everlasting care. Music becomes the instrument to express 
our faith. It tells us the sacred story; it is our prayer. Music is the highest expression of our praise to God, resonating through the 
whole congregation as we rejoice. 

This coming year, Christ Church Christiana Hundred celebrates 175 years of praising God in worship. The roots of our congregation 
grow from the Brandywine Manufacturers’ Sunday School, founded in 1817. We measure the length of our ministry from 1848, when 
the diocesan missionary priest, the Rev. Samuel Brincklé, began preaching at the Sunday School every Sunday. With the gift of land 
and the funds for a building raised, Christ Church was an Episcopal congregation open for all people to know the love of God and the 
saving grace of Jesus Christ. 
 
Throughout our history and to the present day, in all our music, I want you to know the love of Jesus Christ, the inspiration the Holy 
Spirit, and the generosity of God, who is swift to shower mercy, grace, and favor for our souls. Join us for worship and for the special 
offerings in this 175th year of our parish as we celebrate and sing the glory of God’s praise.

 Ruth L. Beresford
Rector

FROM THE HYMNAL 1982: 
HYMN 432, VERSE 3
O praise ye the Lord! 
All things that give sound;
each jubilant chord re-echo around;
loud organs, 
his glory forth tell in deep tone,
and sweet harp, 
the story of what he hath done.

Bruce J. Barber, II
Director of Music

COME AND CELEBRATE!

Christ Church Christiana Hundred welcomes you to the 2022-23 season of concerts, evensongs, and special musical celebrations!  
This year will be filled with music in worship and in concert featuring Princeton University Organist Eric Plutz in recital and the 
Christ Church Choir singing Messiah, as well as exciting performances by Piffaro, The Renaissance Band and Tempesta di Mare, 
Philadelphia’s Baroque Orchestra. 

Also this year, we have the extraordinary opportunity to welcome a new organ to the Chapel of the Christ Child, C. B. Fisk Opus 164. 
To celebrate this wonderful addition to Christ Church and the surrounding region, internationally acclaimed concert organist and 
pedagogue Nathan Laube will perform two inaugural concerts on the instrument.

As has become our practice, Choral Evensong services will be led by the Christ Church Choir and feature an extended organ prelude on 
the stunning John Brombaugh Opus 32 organ at Christ Church. All are welcome to join us for these quintessentially Anglican services 
of scripture, prayer, and music. Feel free to arrive anytime during the prelude music. In addition, we will offer Choral Evensong in the 
Chapel on selected Sundays this season.

The people of Christ Church Christiana Hundred invite you to partake in the abundant beauty God has bestowed upon this parish 
through music, liturgy, and song, to learn more about the faith community that is Christ Church, and to open yourself in body, mind, 
and spirit to the very presence of God.

Join the celebration! Christ Church’s doors are open to you.

C. B. FISK OPUS 164
A NEW CHAPEL ORGAN
About 100 years after our founding, Christ Church 
constructed a new Parish House, including a chapel 
for children’s worship. Given in memory of Richard 
Chichester du Pont, the Chapel of the Christ Child 
was crafted as a delight to the eye, smaller but in 
similar fashion to the “big church” so that our 
young members could worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness.
 
Seventy years later, our Rector, Ruth Beresford, led a 
renovation team for the Chapel of the Christ Child to 
provide a flexible worship space for use by children 
and adults while retaining the beauty and tradition of 
our founders’ vision. With the failing of the Chapel’s 
1979 Allen digital organ, the decision was made to 
remove the instrument and undertake renovations in 
the Chapel consistent with the vision adopted by the 
team. The chancel work was completed in 2021, but 
lingering questions remained: What about an organ? 
Do we need one? Do we want one? If so, should it be 
a pipe organ or an electronic organ?
 
With the onset of the global pandemic, Christ 
Church Director of Music, Bruce Barber, was tasked 
by the renovation team to offer recommendations 
using these questions as a guide. Conversations and 
vision became clear, and the decision was made 
to commission a builder to plan an instrument for 
the Chapel. Members made financial offerings to 
allow the creation of a pipe organ crafted to fit our 
Chapel along with a grant from a local foundation. 
Through a yearlong process, working with 
proposals from three builders, the vestry accepted 
the proposal from C. B. Fisk Organ Builders of 
Gloucester, Massachusetts.

The artisans at C. B. Fisk have built for us a small, 12 
rank, 17 stop organ in the 16th century Italian style, 
a style that is characterized by low wind pressure, 
gentle sonorities, and singing voicing. Quite literally, 
it invites one to sing with it, and, because of its 
gentle quality, it is exceptionally suited to support 
the singing of children. The inaugural programs for 
Opus 164 will be held on November 11 and 13 and 
will feature concert organist Nathan Laube. Details 
can be found in this brochure and at 
www.christchurchde.org/concerts.
 



CHRIST CHURCH CHORAL EVENSONGS

Steven Patchel

Christ Church Choir

Blessing of 
the Animals
The Feast of St. Francis

OCTOBER
2

Advent Lessons  
& Carols
The Second Sunday 
of Advent 

DECEMBER
4

Remembrance of the 
Beloved Departed

Organ Prelude
Bruce Barber 

NOVEMBER
6

The Fifth Sunday 
after the Epiphany

Organ Prelude
Steven Patchel  

FEBRUARY
5

Christ Church Choir

 October 2, 2022
Choral Evensong

& Blessing of the Animals
The Feast of St. Francis

4 PM 

 The Christ Church Choir 
will lift their voices to celebrate 

the Feast of St. Francis, and you 
are invited to bring your pets, 

great and small. Weather 
permitting, we will gather 

in front of the Church 
and process in at 4 PM. 

Each pet will be given a
St. Francis medallion with

a prayer of blessing inscribed 
upon it. Treats and water 

will be provided prior 
to the service.

 

November 6, 2022
Remembrance of the 

Beloved Departed

3:30 PRELUDE / 4 PM

ORGAN PRELUDE:
Bruce Barber

Bruce Barber was called to be 
the 8th Organist/Choirmaster 

of Christ Church in 2015. In his 
role as Director of Music, Bruce 

leads a music program which 
is known throughout the area, 

a program that includes both 
children and adults, professional 

and avocational musicians. Having 
spent his entire career working in 

music ministry in the Episcopal 
Church, his greatest desire is to 

share the Anglican tradition of 
church music with all who would 

listen. He is passionate about the 
Episcopal Church and the liturgies 

which have formed him. Bruce 
is a cellist, organist, pianist, and 

conductor, and he enjoys 
almost all types of music.

 

December 4, 2022
Advent Lessons & Carols

The Second Sunday of Advent

February 5, 2023
Choral Evensong
The Fifth Sunday 

after the Epiphany
 

3:30 PRELUDE / 4 PM

 ORGAN PRELUDE: 
Steven Patchel

Steven Patchel is Organist and 
Choirmaster at Immanuel Episcopal 

Church, Highlands in Wilmington, 
Delaware, where he serves as choir 

director and organist/pianist. Prior to 
this, he led liturgical music programs 
in the Boston area and organ recitals 
at Trinity Church Copley Square, Old 

West Church, the Mission Church 
Basilica, and Harvard’s Busch Hall 

Museum. Mr. Patchel received 
degrees from the Oberlin College 

Conservatory and the England 
Conservatory, studying organ with 

William Porter, David Boe, and 
Garth Peacock and harpsichord with 
Lisa Goode Crawford. In addition, he 
has done coaching with Martin Jean 
of Yale University and Alan Morrison 

of The Curtis Institute of Music.

4 PM 

Christ Church Christiana Hundred 
will celebrate Advent with “From 
Darkness into Light.” This service 

is patterned after the great 
service in Salisbury, England. We 

will welcome guests from the 
community to read the prophesy/ 

fulfillment lessons, and the 
Christ Church Choir will 

lead our singing. Join us as we 
allow the light, scripture, 

prayer, and music to open our 
hearts to the coming of Christ.

Music will include: 

Ward  Tu lumen
MacDonald  Responses
Martin  Evening Canticles in D Major 
  “St. Paul’s Service”
Sumsion  They that Go Down to the 
  Sea in Ships

Music will include: 

Lehman Matin / Vesper Responsories
Archer Creator of the Stars
Ord Adam lay ybounden
Palestrina Canite tuba in Sion
Ferko Annunciation Carol
Parsons Ave Maria
Manz E’en so Lord Jesus
Wood O Thou the Central Orb

Music will include: 

Lehman Phos hilaron
Rose Responses
Leighton Second Service
Lewis The Souls of the Righteous
Walker Funeral Anthems

Music will include: 

Sumsion Evening Canticles 
 in A Major
Harris All Creatures of our   
 God and King
Willcocks Lord, We Pray Thee

Bruce Barber



CHRIST CHURCH CHORAL EVENSONGS

The Second Sunday
in Lent
Organ Prelude
Clair Rozier

MARCH
5

Palm Sunday
Organ Prelude

Gabriel Benton

APRIL
2

Trinity Sunday
Organ Prelude
Michael Diorio

JUNE
4

The Sixth Sunday 
of Easter
Organ Prelude
William Thomas

MAY
14

Michael Diorio

William Thomas

Gabriel Benton

Clair Rozier

June 4, 2023
Choral Evensong

Trinity Sunday

3:30 PRELUDE / 4 PM

ORGAN PRELUDE: 
Michael Diorio

As an organist and choral director, 
Michael Diorio has performed 

throughout the U.S., U.K., 
and Europe. A New Jersey native, 

he holds degrees in organ from 
Westminster Choir College, the 

School of Music and Institute of 
Sacred Music at Yale University, 

and the College of Fine Arts at 
Boston University. Mr. Diorio’s 

compositions for choir are published 
by GIA, Paraclete Press, and Church 

Publishing. Currently, he is in his 
twelfth season as Organist & Director 
of Music at Church of the Redeemer, 

Bryn Mawr, where he oversees a 
comprehensive choral and music 

program. He has served as a faculty 
member at Westminster Choir College, 

The Shipley School (Bryn Mawr), and 
the Lawrenceville School.

 April 2, 2023
Choral Evensong

Palm Sunday

3:30 PRELUDE / 4 PM

 ORGAN PRELUDE:
Gabriel Benton

EVENSONG:
The Choir School of Delaware,

 Arreon Emerson-Harley, Director

Gabriel Benton is organist at 
Grace United Methodist Church in 

Wilmington as well as Collaborative 
Keyboardist for the Choir School of 

Delaware. He studied harpsichord 
performance and organ performance 

at Yale University’s Institute of Sacred 
Music. Currently, he serves as 

sub-dean of the Delaware chapter of 
the American Guild of Organists. 

The Choir School of Delaware 
provides professional musical training, 

leadership skills, academic support, 
and mentoring in an intergenerational 

environment for youth in Wilmington 
and surrounding regions.

 

 

May 14, 2023
Choral Evensong

The Sixth Sunday of Easter

3:30 PRELUDE / 4 PM

ORGAN PRELUDE:
William Thomas

 Will Thomas serves as Director of 
Music and Parish Administrator at 
St. Barnabas’ Episcopal Church in 

Wilmington, Delaware. Previously, 
he served as Director of Music 

and Administrative Assistant at 
Christ the King Episcopal Church in 

Tucson, Arizona and as 
Director of Music and Organist at 

Our Lady of Fatima Catholic Church 
in Knoxville, Tennessee. Dr. Thomas 

holds a Doctor of Musical Arts in 
Organ Performance and Music 

in General Education, a Master 
of Music in Organ Performance, 

and a Bachelor of Music in Sacred 
Music. As a concert organist, he 

has performed in several venues in 
the United States and maintains an 

active performing schedule.

 March 5, 2023
Choral Evensong

The Second Sunday in Lent

3:30 PRELUDE / 4 PM

ORGAN PRELUDE:
Clair Rozier

Clair Rozier is an accomplished 
church musician, concert 

organist, choral conductor, 
and teacher. She has performed 

hundreds of organ concerts in 
Europe and throughout the 

United States over her 40-year 
career, held both academic and 

church positions, and has 
taught organ at numerous 
“Pipe Organ Encounters.” 

Currently, Dr. Rozier is Director 
of Music and Organist at St. 

David’s Episcopal Church in 
Wayne, Pennsylvania, where she 
coordinates and directs a vibrant 

choir program for all 
ages and oversaw the 

acquisition of the Dobson 
Opus 1984 pipe organ in 2007.

Music will include: 

Schramm Phos hilaron
Smith Responses
Gibbons Second Service 
Purcell Save Me, O God

Music will include: 

Trotta O Gracious Light
Nixon Responses
Taylor Magnificat and Nunc  
 dimittis in F Major
Waddles They Led My Lord Away

Music will include: 

Helvey Phos hilaron
MacDonald Responses
Kelly Evening Canticles 
 in C Major
Mathias As Surely as God is 
 Our Father

Music will include: 

Lehman Phos hilaron
Rose Responses
Howells Evening Canticles in A minor  
 “Worcester Service”
Stainer I Saw the Lord
Matthews Save Us, O Lord

 



CHRIST CHURCH CONCERTS

The Brandywine Singers
Annelies: 

A Delaware Premiere

JANUARY

22

Nathan Laube
Inaugural Concerts 

of Fisk Opus 164 

NOVEMBER
11 & 13

Tempesta di Mare
Chamber Players
Expat or Immigrant: Musical 
Identity of Composers 
Who Move Abroad   

OCTOBER
23

Christ Church Choir 
& Soloists

Christmas at Christ Church: 
Handel’s Messiah

DECEMBER

18

 October 23, 2022
Tempesta di Mare 
Chamber Players

Expat or Immigrant: Musical 
Identity of Composers 

Who Move Abroad  
4 PM 

November 11, 2022 
November  13, 2022

Nathan Laube 
Inaugural Concerts 

of Fisk Opus 164 

11/11 7 PM  -  11/13 4 PM 

Nathan Laube, internationally acclaimed 
concert organist and pedagogue at the 

Eastman School of Music, returns to 
Christ Church to inaugurate C. B. Fisk 

Opus 164 in the Chapel of the Christ 
Child. His program will feature works for 
solo organ as well as chamber music for 

organ and instruments. He will be joined 
by members of Tempesta di Mare. 

Fisk Opus 164 is a two manual organ of 
seventeen stops (twelve independent 

voices) which is winded and voiced 
after the northern Italian instruments 

of the 16th century. A Wechsel Schleifen 
mechanism allows all manual stops 

to be drawn on either manual. 

A champagne reception will 
follow each offering.

When a composer moves 
to another country, do they 

become immigrants and 
assimilate as much as possible 

by taking on the musical 
language of their new home 

country, or do they retain their 
native traditions as expats, 
capitalizing on their styles’ 

vogue and acting as musical 
missionaries in their new home? 

This program spans that 
spectrum across Western 

Europe, China, and the 
New World with music by 

Lully, Barsanti, Bon, Handel, 
Valentini, and Pedrini.

January 22, 2023
The Brandywine Singers

Annelies: 
A Delaware Premiere

4 PM 

Jonathan Kreamer, Director

The Brandywine Singers is 
Chester County’s premier 

choral ensemble, under 
the direction of Jonathan 

Kreamer. They will present 
British composer James 

Whitbourn’s full-length 
choral work, Annelies, based 

on The Diary of Anne Frank 
and scored for choir, 

soprano soloist, and a 
chamber ensemble with 

violin, piano, and clarinet. 
It is a heartbreakingly intimate 

work about which Choir 
and Organ Magazine said, 

“Whitbourn’s devastatingly 
beautiful and restrained 

treatment of the subject make 
it all the more poignant.”

December 18, 2022
Christ Church Choir & Soloists

Christmas at Christ Church: 
Handel’s Messiah

Seating Reservations 
& Information: 

www.tempestadimare.org

Seating Reservations 
& Information: 

www.christchurchde.org/concerts 

Seating Reservations 
& Information: 

$25 General Admission
www.thebrandywinesingers.org 

4 PM 

The Christ Church Choir and soloists 
sing Handel’s timeless oratorio, Messiah, 

with members of Tempesta di Mare, 
Philadelphia’s Baroque Orchestra. Long 

an annual tradition at Christ Church, 
this performance marks the first of this 

monumental work since December 2018.

Composed in the early autumn of 
1741, Handel’s magnum opus, Messiah, 

premiered in Dublin, Ireland on April 13, 
1742 and in London just one year later.

While the Dublin premiere garnered 
relatively modest accolades, through 

judicious reworking and the addition of 
oboes and likely bassoon, the London 

premiere was far better received. Today, 
Messiah is regarded as the best-known 
and most often performed choral work 

in the whole of Western music. In the 
United States, its association with the 

Christmas Season is indissoluble. 

Seating Reservations 
& Information: 

$50 Reserved Seats
$30 General Admission

www.christchurchde.org/concerts 

CHAPEL CONCERT
Chapel seating is limited! 
Please reserve your seats 

as soon as possible

CHAPEL CONCERT
Chapel seating is limited! 
Please reserve your seats 

as soon as possible

Tempesta di Mare Christ Church Choir

Nathan Laube The Brandywine Singers



CHRIST CHURCH CONCERTS

Eric Plutz
Organ Recital

FEBRUARY
12

Piffaro, 
The Renaissance Band

Music from 
Austrian Court
& Countryside 

MARCH
26

Bruce Barber 
& Friends
Organ Recital

APRIL
23

Piffaro, 
The Renaissance Band

Entre dos Álamos
 (Between two birch trees)

MAY
21

May 21, 2023
Piffaro, 

The Renaissance Band
Entre dos Álamos

 (Between two birch trees)

3 PM 

FEATURING 
Nell Snaidas, soprano

Estelí Gomez, soprano
Jonatan Alvarado, tenor & lute
Andrew Padgett, bass-baritone 

The musical traditions of South 
America in the 16th century 

flourished “between two trees.” 
European wind instruments 

arrived with Spanish settlers 
and were quickly mastered by the 

indigenous musicians of the region. 
This cross-pollination produced 

a body of work unsurpassed in its 
magnificence—work that Piffaro, 

with its unrivaled collection of wind 
instruments of the period, is 

uniquely suited to presenting. 
Hear this program, sung in Latin, 

Spanish, Chiquitano, and 
Quechuan, before it travels 

to New York City!

Support for this concert 
provided in part by The 

Paul M. Angell Family Foundation

Seating Reservations 
& Information:

$20 Adults / $10 Students 
Children under 12 Free

www.christchurchde.org/concerts

March 26, 2023
Piffaro, 

The Renaissance Band
Music from Austrian Court 

& Countryside

3 PM 

Matthew Glandorf, Organ

Hear the sounds that 
resounded throughout 

Austrian cities and towns in the 
16th century. From little known 

masters penning love songs 
in obscurity to the celebrated 

composers adorning the court 
of Archduke Ferdinand II, there 

is a wealth of musical delight to 
discover. Special guest Matthew 

Glandorf will rekindle the spirit 
of celebrated organist and 

improviser Paul Hofhaimer.

 February 12, 2023
Eric Plutz

Organ Recital

4 PM 

Join us as Princeton University 
Organist Eric Plutz plays Christ 

Church’s Brombaugh Opus 32 organ. 
His program will include a wide range 

of music from composers whose 
works will bring forth the beauty of 

the Christ Church organ as well as the 
mastery of artist Eric Plutz. 

Mr. Plutz  is University Organist at 
Princeton University, where his 
responsibilities include playing 

for weekly services at the Chapel, 
Academic Ceremonies, 

and solo concerts, as well as 
accompanying the University 
Chapel Choir in services and 

concerts. He coordinates the weekly 
After Noon Concert Series at the 
University Chapel, is Lecturer in 

Music and Instructor of Organ at 
Princeton University, and maintains a 
private studio.  Also in Princeton, Mr. 

Plutz is rehearsal accompanist 
for Princeton Pro Musica.

Seating Reservations 
& Information:

$29-$49
www.piffaro.org 

Seating Reservations 
& Information:

$20 Adults / $10 Students 
Children under 12 Free

www.christchurchde.org/concerts

Seating Reservations 
& Information:

$29-$49
www.piffaro.org 

4 PM 

Christ Church’s Director of Music 
Bruce Barber plays an exciting 

Eastertide program on C. B. Fisk 
Opus 164 in the Chapel of the 

Christ Child, including members of 
the Christ Church Choir and guest 

instrumentalists. Bruce has served 
at Christ Church since August 2015. 

Throughout his career in church 
music, he has maintained an active 

concert life, which has seen him 
perform in solo and chamber music 

concerts across the U.S. and Europe. 
Passionate about the role of the 
organ as both a leader of sacred 

worship and as a purveyor of the 
music of great composers in concert, 

this program will highlight the
union of these two worlds.

April 23, 2023
Bruce Barber & Friends 

Organ Recital

CHAPEL CONCERT
Chapel seating is limited! 
Please reserve your seats 

as soon as possible

Eric Plutz

Piffaro, The Renaissance Band Piffaro, The Renaissance Band

Bruce Barber



SCHEDULE AT-A-GLANCE CONCERTS CHORAL SERVICES CHORAL EVENSONG

OCTOBER 

2 4 PM  Blessing of the Animals   
   & Choral Evensong 

23 4 PM  Tempesta di Mare: Expat 
   or Immigrant (Chapel)

NOVEMBER
6 3:30 PM  Organ Prelude by Bruce Barber
 4 PM  Choral Evensong

11 7 PM  Fisk Opus 164 Inaugural Concert  
   with Nathan Laube, organist

13 4 PM  Fisk Opus 164 Inaugural Concert  
   with Nathan Laube, organist

20 4 PM  Choral Evensong: Christ the King
    (Chapel)

DECEMBER
4 4 PM  Advent Lessons & Carols

18 4 PM  The Christ Church Choir & 
   Soloists: Handel’s Messiah

24   CHRISTMAS EVE:
 2 PM  The Christmas Story:     
   A Pageant with Carols
 4 PM  Holy Eucharist (Church)
 4 PM  Candlelight, Communion, 
   & Carols Service (Chapel)
 6 PM  Christmas Lessons & Carols 
   (non-communion liturgy)
 10 PM  Festival Holy Eucharist

25 10:30 AM  CHRISTMAS DAY: Holy Eucharist

JANUARY

6 7 PM  The Feast of the Epiphany: 
    Holy Eucharist

15 4 PM  Choral Evensong: Epiphany 2   
    (Chapel)
 
22 4 PM  The Brandywine Singers: 
    Annelies  – A Delaware Premiere

FEBRUARY
5 3:30 PM  Organ Prelude by Steven Patchel
 4 PM  Choral Evensong

12 4 PM  Organ Recital by Eric Plutz

19 4 PM  Choral Evensong: Last Epiphany
    (Chapel)

22 7 PM  Ash Wednesday: Holy Eucharist

MARCH
5 3:30 PM  Organ Prelude by Clair Rozier
 4 PM  Choral Evensong

19 4 PM  Choral Evensong: Lent 4
    (Chapel)

26 3 PM  Piffaro, the Renaissance Band:  
    Music from Austrian Court 
    & Countryside

APRIL
2    PALM SUNDAY:  Holy Eucharist 
    (8, 9, and 10:30 AM) 

2 3:30 PM  Organ Prelude by Gabriel Benton
 4 PM  Choral Evensong by The Choir 
    School of Delaware

6  7 PM  MAUNDY THURSDAY: 
    Holy Eucharist

7  7 PM  GOOD FRIDAY: Tenebrae Service

9    EASTER DAY: Holy Eucharist 
    (6, 8, 9,  & 11 AM)

23  4 PM  Organ Recital by Bruce Barber
    & Friends (Chapel)

MAY
14  3:30 PM  Organ Prelude by William Thomas
  4 PM  Choral Evensong

18  7 PM  The Feast of the Ascension: 
    Holy Eucharist

21  3 PM  Piffaro, the Renaissance Band:   
    Entre dos Álamos

JUNE

4  3:30 PM  Organ Prelude by 
    Michael Diorio
  4 PM  Choral Evensong

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

hankou

CELEBRATION – cel·e·bra·tion  / selə’ brāSH(ə)n/

Celebrate with us as we prepare for our 175th anniversary in 
2023! This wonderful beloved community we know as Christ 
Church Christiana Hundred has been a place of celebration 
and community since its founding along the storied banks of 
the Brandywine River. Her rich musical heritage, continuing 
to this day, is marked by glorious singing of congregation and 
choirs, offerings by various instruments in liturgy, and by 
presentation of magnificent concerts throughout the year. 
In worship and in concert, our music-making is rooted in the 
Anglican tradition and continues to grow and expand as a gift 
to our surrounding community and region. Christ Church is a 
place where a real sense of celebration pervades everything 
we do, and YOU are invited to join the celebration!

We are grateful for the support for this living musical tradition. 
Touching those who have gone before us whose gifts help sustain 
it and those who currently engage in this ministry, the great 
musical tradition of Christ Church Christiana Hundred gladdens 
the hearts of the people of Christ Church as well as invites 
visitors and friends to be nourished by God’s own bounty. 
For this support, we give thanks.

You are invited to be a Friend of Music at Christ Church by 
supporting the 2022-23 Christ Church Concert season. To 
make a direct contribution, visit www.christchurchde.org/
music-contributions or send a check in the envelope included 
with this brochure. Unless otherwise indicated, contributions 
will be listed in appropriate concert programs. Thank you to 
our parishioners for their pledges and contributions to the 
parish, which support our programs as well.

Above all, we want you to know that you are welcome here 
for all of the events and services listed in this brochure. 
Bring your friends, neighbors, and families. Celebrate and 
rejoice in the beauty of God’s gift of music, and find yourself 
at home at Christ Church.

If you have any questions regarding support of the Concert 
Series through the Friends of Music, please contact 
Bruce Barber in the Music Office at 302-655-3379 
or bbarber@christchurchde.org. 



SATURDAYS
5:00 PM Contemporary Holy Eucharist in the Chapel

SUNDAYS
8:00 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite I in the Church

9:00 AM All Ages Worship with Holy Communion in the Chapel

10:30 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II in the Church and livestreamed 
to our website

4:00 PM Choral Evensong in either the Church (first Sundays) 
or in the Chapel (third Sundays) as scheduled

WEDNESDAYS
12:00 PM Holy Eucharist, Rite I in the Chapel

THURSDAYS
6:30 AM Holy Eucharist, Rite II in the Chapel

SUNDAYS - FRIDAYS
5:00 PM Evening Prayer in the Church

For details, please visit www.christchurchde.org/services.

CHRIST CHURCH SERVICE SCHEDULE 
(beginning September 17)

LETTY DOWNS MUSICIAN IN RESIDENCE PROGRAM

One of the great blessings at Christ Church is the Letty Downs Musician in Residence program. The Musician in Residence 
program began in 1983 and brings a world-renowned musician to Christ Church each year. And, what stellar people we have 
had working in our midst: Stephen Cleobury, Gerre Hancock, Sir Philip Ledger, James Litton, Andrew Lumsden, Philip Moore, 
James O’Donnell, Simon Preston, Christopher Robinson, John Rutter, and Sir David Willcocks. All have rehearsed and directed 
the Christ Church Choir; some have presented lectures, seminars, and organ recitals; and others have included a premiere or 
a commission. With great thanks to Letty Downs’ vision, with the official endowment being established in 2011, and the 
generous support of the Letty Downs Musician in Residence Fund, we continue this tradition today. 

John Rutter returns as our next Musician in Residence for a very special New Year’s Eve 2023 celebration! Look for information 
about this event as the date approaches.Letty Downs

ABOUT THE CHRIST CHURCH CHOIR
George Powick 1890 – 1902
Leslie Cook 1902 – 1905

Horace Harrison 1906 – 1924 
Choirmaster
Elizabeth Wilson 1906 – 1924
Organist

Throughout its 107-year history, the 
Christ Church Choir has been at the  
center of the worship life of Christ Church.
Whether in liturgy, concert, small 
ensemble, or full choir, the work 
of these talented musicians has been 
widely recognized for its excellence  
and beauty. 

This amazing group of people comes 
together, away from their “day jobs”  
as music teachers, opera singers,  
voice coaches, choral/instrumental  
conductors, piano teachers, interior 
designers, bankers, medical  
professionals, computer experts, etc., 
to create this marvelous instrument  
known as the Christ Church Choir. 

The Choir offers some of the finest 
music in the Anglican tradition, both in 
liturgy and in concert, and it continues 
to serve as one of Christ Church’s most 
important and dynamic evangelistic and 
outreach tools. Through the work of this 
choir, Christ Church reaches out to the 
wider Wilmington community and even 
across the Atlantic to the great homeland 
of our faith tradition, England. If you 
have any questions regarding support 
of the Concert Series through the Friends 
of Music, please contact Bruce Barber 
in the Music Office at 302-655-3379 
or bbarber@christchurchde.org. 

Known Organists and Choirmasters 
of Christ Church Christiana Hundred

Records date back to this 
time with Joanna Smith  
(Mrs. Alexis du Pont) playing 
the newly procured organ

Regular entries in the 
church’s ledger reflect a 

paid organ boy whose job 
it was to operate the  

bellows for the service. 
His annual salary was $20

Rev. Hamilton M. Bartlett 
(Rector 1890–96) took  
an active interest in the 
choir and increased its  
volunteers from 5 to 21

1850s
1894

1890-96

There were about 20  
people in the choir, 

including a paid quartet 

1899

The Choir Fund was listed 
on Christ Church pledge 
cards

1913

The Vestry voted to 
enlarge the choir by three

1943

Created the Letty Downs 
Musician in Residence 

Fund to sustain program  
founded by her in 1983

2011

The Choir Fund was 
established (Henry Francis 

du Pont, Treasurer) and 
the Christ Church Choir 

became a fully  
professional ensemble

1914

The choir was enlarged to 
10 paid singers

1919

The choir was enlarged  
to 18 paid singers

1980

Christ Church Choir begins 
singing monthly services 
of Choral Evensong

2014

The Joe Thompson Choral 
Scholar position  

was created

2016

Christ Church Choir makes 
its first pilgrimage /  
residencies to England  
singing at Bristol Cathedral 
and Westminster Abbey

2018

Firmin Swinnen  
Clarence Snyder  
William Owen, III
Bruce Barber, II      2015 –   

1925 – 1956
1956 – 1983

  1983 – 2014

2022
Christ Church Choir in 
residence at St. Paul’s 

Cathedral, London
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